A comparison of reading interests of college preparatory and non-college bound students in grades 10, 11 and 12. by Luciano, Frank John
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)
1959
A comparison of reading interests
of college preparatory and
non-college bound students in
grades 10, 11 and 12.
https://hdl.handle.net/2144/13362
Boston University
==="----- -- -
BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
Thesis 
A COMPARISON OF READING INTERESTS OF COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY AND NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
ST1JDENTS IN GRA!DES 10, 11 AND 12 
Submitted by 
Frank John Luciano 
(B.S., Boston University,1954) 
In Partial Fulfillment of Requirements for 
the Degree of Master of Education 
1959 
f Boston Universit~ 
·school of Educaticm 
---........ Library 
I 
! 
II 
i i 
-=-
"--..--,-· 
I' 
I 
II 
II 
I 
IJ 
First Reader: Mabel S. Noall 
Professor of Education 
Second Reader: Leslie W. Irwin 
Professor of Education 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
The author wishes to express his sincere 
appreciation to Dr. Mabel s. Noall of 
the School of Education, Boston University, 
for her guidance and assistance in the 
preparation of this thesis. 
The author also wishes to express his 
gratitude to Miss Helen Collins, guidance 
director at Billerica Memorial High School, 
for her help in gathering statistical 
material. 
i i i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II ,, 
I 
I 
'i I 
' ,, 
' 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CHAPT-ER. PAGE 
I. 
II. 
PLAN OF PRESENTATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Introduction • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Statement of the Problem • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Delim.i tations • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Definition of Terms • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
College bound • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Non-college bound • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Interests • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Extent of reading • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Plan of Procedure • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Instruments used a • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Method of gathering data • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Treatment of data . . . . . . . . ·• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Plan of Presentation • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Chapter n Survey of the literature • • • • • • • • • • 
Chapter III Findings, conclusions and 
recommendations • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
RESEARCH RELATED TO THE PROBLEM • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Introduction ••••••••• • • •• •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Interest Patterns Revealed in High School 
:t. l 
1 
2 
4 
4 ,' 
4 
4'' 
4 
.5 :1 
7 1' 
9 
9 
10 
10 
Students 1 Written Compositions •••••••••••••••••• 10 
The Interest Areas of College and Non-Gollege 
Bound Students • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
CHAPTER 
III. 
Reading Interests of Secondary School 
Students . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . 
Summary 
FINillNGS, 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
CONCLUSIONS AND RE COMMENDATIONS • • • • • • • • • • • 
Introduction • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Intelligent Quotient • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Interest Patterns • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Reading Achievements • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Reading Patterns ••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••• 
Interests vs. Reading Choices • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Conclusions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Recommendations • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
BIBLIOGRAPHY • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
A:PPENDIX • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
PAGE 
16 
2{) il 
22 I 
I 
22 : 
I 
22 1 
42 
79 
! 
106 11 
I 
164 ! 
171 
173 ' 
17.5 
177 
,I 
LIST OF TABLES 
TABLE PAGE 
I. A Breakdown of the Population Studied 
according to Grades, Sex, and College 
vs. Non-College Bound Students ••••••.••.•..••• 6 
II. Comparison of I~ Scores on the California 
Mental Maturity Test of lOth Grade Girls 
College Preparatory vs. Non-College Bound 
III . Comparison of IQ Score s on the California 
Mental Maturi ty Test of 11th Grade Gir ls 
College Preparatory vs. Non-College Bound 
IV. Comparison~:' of I Q Scores on tne California 
Mental Matur i ty Test of 12th Grade Girls 
College Preparatory vs. Non-College Bou...nd 
V. Comparison of IQ Scores on the California 
••••• 25 
••••• 27 
• • • • • 29 
Mental Maturfuty Test of Total Girls College 
Prepara tory vs. Non-College Bound ••••••••••••• 31 
VI . Comparison of I~ Scores on the California 
Mental Maturity Test of lOth Grade Boys 
College Preparato~J vs. Non-College Bound 
VII. Comparison of I Q Scores on the California 
Mental Maturity Test of 11th Grade Boy s 
• • • • • 33 
College Preparatory vs. Non-College Bound ••••• 35 
VIII. Compa~issn of I~ Scores on the California 
Mental Maturity Test of 12th Gr ade Boys College 
Preparatory vs. Non-College Bound ••••••••••··· 37 
~====~====================================================================i===v~ii . ~ 
•I 
.j 
I 
' 
II 
I, 
I 
li 
II 
I 
II 
II 
TABLE PAGE 
,I 
IX. Comparison of IQ Scores on the California 
Mental Maturity Test of Total Boys College 
Preparatory vs. Non-College Bound ... ·• . . . . . . . . . . 
X. Comparison of IQ Scores on the California 
Mental Maturity Test of Total College 
Preparatory vs. Total Non-College Bound 
XI. Comparison of High Interest Areas on the 
•••••••• 
I 
39 1 
I 
Kuder Interest Inventory of College Preparatory t 
vs. Non-College Bound lOth Grade Girls 
XII. Comparison of High Interest Areas on the 
• • • • • • • • • 
XIII. 
XIV. 
XVI. 
Kuder Interest Inventory of College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound 11th Grade Girls . 
Comparison of High Interest Areas on the 
Boston University Inventory of College 
Preparatory vs. Non-College Bound 12th 
• •••••••• 
Grade Girls • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Comparison of High Interest Areas on the 
Kuder Interest Inventory of Total Girls 
College Preparatory vs. Total Girls 
Non-College Bound •••••••••••••·············•·•• 
vs. Non-College Bound lOth Grade Gi r ls • • • • • • • • • 
Comparison of Low Interest Areas on the Kuder 
Interest Inventory of College Pr epar atory 
II 
44 t 
I 
' II 
' 
46 I 
I 
I 
II 
48 i! 
II 
I 
' 
II 
I 
'I lj 
'j TABI.E I PAGE I 
·I II vs. Non-College Bound 11th Grade Girls • • • • • • • ... 54 ,: 
,I XVII • Comparison of Low Interest Areas on the 
Boston Univers i ty Interest Inventory of 
College Preparatory vs. Non-College 
Bound 12th Grade Girls • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
.I 
1 XVIII. Comparison of Low Interest Areas on the Kuder 
II 
:I 
,I 
Interest Inventory of Total Girls College 
Preparatory vs. Total Girls Non-College Bound 
XIX. Comparison of High Interest Areas on the Kuder 
•• 
xx. 
XXI • 
XXII. 
Interest Inventory of College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound lOth Grade Boys 
• • • • • • • • • • 
Comparison of High Interest Areas on the Kuder 
Interest Inventory of College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound 11th Grade Boys 
• • • • • • • • • • 
Comparison of High Interest Areas on the 
Boston University Interest Inventory of 
College Preparatory vs. Non-College 
Bound 12th Grade Boys • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Comparison of High Interest Areas on the Kuder 
I XXIII. 
Interest Inventory of Tot~l Boys College 
Preparatory vs. Total Boys Non-College Bound ••• 
Comparison of Low Interest Areas on the Kuder 
J 
' 
I' 
Interest Inventory of College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound lOth Grade Boys • • • • • • • • • • 
II 
'• 
I 
Vi i i. 
TABLE PAGE 
XXIV. Comparison of Low Interest Areas on the Kuder 
Interest Inventory of College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound 11th Grade Boys • • • • • • • • • • 
XXV. Comparison of Low Interest Areas on the Boston 
University Interest Inventory of College 
Preparatory vs. Non-College Bound 12th 
Grade Boys • •••.•...••.•.••..•.......•....••...• 
XXVI. Comparison of Low Interest Areas on the Kuder 
Interest Inventory of Total Boys College 
Preparatory vs. Total Boys Non-College Bound 
XXVII. Comparison of High Interest Areas on the Kuder 
••• 
Interest Inventory of Total College Preparatory 
70 
74 
vs. Total Non-College Bound •••••••••••••••••••• 76 
XXVIII. Comparison of Low Interest Areas on the Kuder 
Interest Inventory of Total College Preparatory 
vs. Total Non-College Bound • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
XXIX. Comparison of lOth Grade Girls College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on the Iowa Test of 
Educational Development on the Use of Sources 
78 
of Information •••••• ·• • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . • • . • • • • • 81 
XXX. Comparison of 11th Grade Girls College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on the Iowa Test of 
Educational Development on the Use of Sources 
of Information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
i x . 
- x . 
TABLE PAGE 
XXXI. Comparison of 12th Grade Girls College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on t he Cooperative c2 
Reading Comprehension Test of Total Scores .... 
XXXII. Comparison of lOth Grade Boys College Preparato~y 
vs. Non-College Bound on the Iowa Test of 
Educational Development on the Use of Sources 
of Information • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
XXXIII. Comparison of 11th Grade Boys College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on the Iowa Test of 
Educational Development on the Use of Sources 
of Information • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
XXXIV. Comparison of 12th Grade B0 ys College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on the Cooperative c2 
Reading Comprehension Test of Total Scores 
• • • 
XXXV. Comparison of lOth Grade Girls College Preparatory 
85 
87 
89 
91 
vs. Non-College Bound on the Iowa Test of 
Educational Development -Reading Vocabulary •• 94 
XXXVI. Comparison of 11th Grade Girls College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on the Iowa Test of 
Educational Development - Reading Vocabulary 
• • 
XXXVII. Comparison of 12th Grade Girls College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on the Cooperative c2 
96 
Reading Comprehension Test -Vocabulary ••••••• 98 
XXXVIII. Comparison of lOth Grade Boys College Preparatory 
TABLE 
- --
---
vs. Non-College Bound on the Iowa Test of 
Educational Development - Reading Vocabulary •• 
XXXIX. Comparison of 11th Grade Boys College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on the Iowa Test of 
Educational Development - Reading Vocabulary •• 
XL. Comparison of 12th Grade Boys College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on t he Cooperative c2 
Reading Comprehension Test - Vocabulary • • • • • • • 
XLI. Comparison of Magazines Read by lOth Grade Girls 
College Preparatory vs. Non-College Bound • • • • • 
XLri. Comparison of Magazines Read by 11th Grade Girls 
PAGE 
100 
102 
104 
108 
College Preparatory vs. Non-College Bound ••••• 110 
XLIII. Comparison of Magazines Read by 12th Grade Girls 
College Preparatory vs. Non-College Bound • • • • • 112 
XLIV. Comparison of Magazines Read by lOth Grade Boys 
College Preparatory vs. Non-College Bound ••••• 115 
XLV. Comparison of Magazines Read by 11th Grade Boys 
College Preparatory vs. Non-College Bound ••••• 117 
XLVI. Comparison of Magazines Read by 12th Grade Boys 
College Preparatory vs. Non-College Bound • • • • • 119 
XLVII. Comparison of Girls College Preparatory vs. 
Non-College Bound on Total Top Ten Magazines 
Read • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 122 
XLVIII. Comparison of Boys College Preparatory vs. Non-
College Bound on Total Top Ten Magazines Read 
••• 124 
xi. 
====!::=--""==--=~-==---=-- = -===-=========--- -- =-=- =====--== 
II 
II TABLE 
I 
I 
lj 
,I 
,, 
LXIX. Comparison of lOth Grade Girls College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on Fiction Books Read 
• • • 
L. Comparison of 11th Grade Girls College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on Fiction Books Read ••• 
LI. Comparison of 12th Grade Girls College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on Fiction Books Read • • 
LII. Comparison of Total Girls College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on Fiction Books Read ••• 
LIII. Comparison of lOth Grade Girls College Preparatory 
126 
I 
127 
II 
128 
•I 
vs. Non-College Bound on Non-Fiction Books Re a d • 132 
I.J:V • 
LV. 
LVI. 
Comparison of 11th Grade Girls College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bo~md on Non-Fiction Books Read • 134 
Comparison of 12th Grade Girls College Preparatory ,I 
vs. Non-College Bound on Non-Fiction Books Read • 1391 
Comparison of Total Girls College Preparatory 
II 
vs. Non-College Bound on Non-Fiction Books Read • 138 
LVII. Comparison of lOth Grade Boys College Preparatory 11 
LVIII. 
vs. Non-College Bound on Fiction Books Read • • • • 
Comparison of 11th Grade Boys College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on Fiction Books Read •••• 
LIX. Comparison of 12th Grade Boys College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College 0ound on Fiction Books Read • • • • 
LX. Comparison of Total Boys College Preparatory 
141 
I 
vs. Non-College Bound on Fiction Books Head •••• 144 
I xi.i.i 4j 
I 
'i TABLE PAGE I 
j 
I' 
LXI. Comparison of lOth Grade Boys College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on Non-Fi ction Books Read .146 
LXII. Comparison of 11th Grade Boys College 
Preparatory vs. Non-College Bound on Non-
Fiction Books head . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148 
LXIII. Comps.rison of 12th Grade Boys College 
Preparatory vs . Non-College Bound on Non-
Fiction Books Read • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 150 
LXIV. Comparison of Total Boys College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on Non-Fic tion Books Read. 152 
LXV. Comparison of Total College Preparatory vs. Total 
Non-College Bound on Fiction Books Read • • • • • • • 154 
LXVI. Comparison of Total College Preparatory vs. Total 
I 
II 
Non-College Bound on Non-Fiction Books Rea d ... 156 I 
I 
,. LXVII. Comparison of lOth Grade Girls College Preparatory 
I 
'I i 
I 
.LXVIII. 
LXIX. 
vs. Non-College _ftound on Int erests as Related 
to Types of Books Read . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Comparison of 11th Grade Girls College Prepara tory 
vs. Non-College Bound on Interests as Related 
to Types of Books Read . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Comparison of 12th Grade Girls College Preparatory 
vs • . Non-College Bound on Interests as Related to 
Types of Books Read . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
LXX. Comparison of lOth Grade Boys College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on Interests as Related to 
I 
,, 
158 
159 
I' I 
I 
160 
,, 
II 
LXXI. 
Types of Books Read ... •· . . .............•...•.•• 
Comparison of 11th Grade Boys College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on Interests as Related 
to Types of Books Read . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I LXXII. Comparison of 12th Grade Boys College Prepara tory 
I vs. Non-College Bound on Interests as Related 
to Types of Books Read • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
LXXIII. Comparison of Total Girls College ~reparatory vs. 
Non-College Bound on Interests as Related to 
Types of Books Read • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
I' 
1
1 LXXIV. Comparison of Total Boys College Preparatory 
vs. Non-College Bound on Interests as Related 
II 
,, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
ll 
to Types of Books Read • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
LXXV. Comparison of Total College Preparatory vs. Tota,l 
Non-College Bound on Interests as Related to 
Types of Books Read ••••.••••••••••...•••••••.• 
PAGE 
161 I 
I 
II 
I 
162 ij 
I 
'• 
163 
I 
I 
166 11 
- 'I 
168 
II 
170 ,I 
II I 
xiv. 
II 
' years, 
I' 
jlvidual 
1exist 
CHAPTER I 
PRESENTATI ON OF THE PROBLEM 
I. INTRODUCTION 
For the past decade and especially within the last five 
more and more attention has been focused upon the indi-
reading needs, interests, ability and differences which 
between college and non-college bound students found in 
!lhigh schools today. 
I Although seemingly aware of these differences and mindful 
I J 
of the growing need for a definite plan of action to meet them, 
!no clear-cut path has evolved. On the contrary, numerous 
I 
!!differences of opinions have arisen as to just what should be 
11 done, if anything. There have been justifications or 
I 
!!condemnations of various approaches taken by school adminis-
ltrators the country over. These divergencies of opin.ions can 
i!be traced in part to the relatively little concrete information 
· to be found on the differences between college and non-college 
'bound youth. In only a few instances has experimental evidence 
!been presented to uphold or dispute the convictions held by the 
various factions. More adequate information on the likenesses 
~ and differences of college vs. non-college bound youth is needed ! 
:I 
I' 
I 
I 
;I 
' ·~ Boston Univers1t~ ·~ 
School of Educat ion 
-... Library 
___,.. 
I . 
Success in college is greatly dependent on reading, 1 and 
choice of vocation is largely dependent on the interest and 
: intellectual level of the student. 2 
Therefore, any decisions as to variations in the type of 
school program for these two groups of students should be 
predicated on knowledge about their reading, interests and 
~ intelligence. 
I 
II. STATEMENT OF THE PRO BLEM 
This study was conducted with the intention of pointing 
up the individual needs, likenesses and differences of these 
two distinct groups of students, which could act as guides to 
decisions on curriculum building for the two groups. In 
comparing the two groups the following questions need to be 
1 answered: 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
1. Is there a difference in the intelligence between 
college bound and non-college bound students? 
a) Is there a difference of intellige nce between 
college bound and non-college bound students 
according to sex? 
b) Is there a differ·ence of intelli gence b etween 
college bound and non-college b ound students 
according to grade? 
2. Is there a difference of interests between college 
bound and non-college bound students? 
a) Is there a difference of interests between 
college bound and non-college bound students 
according to sex? 
1 Mabel s. Noall, nEvaluation of a College Reading 
: Program" (unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, University of 
Southern California, Los Angeles, 19.57) 1 p·.; 6. 
2 Ibid., pp. 221-226. 
b) Is there a difference of interests between 
college bound and non-college bound students 
according to grade? 
3. Is there a difference i -n reading achievement between 
college bound and non-college bound students? 
a) Is there a difference in reading achievement 
between college and non-vollege bound students 
according to sex? 
b) Is there a difference in reading achievement 
between college and non-college bound students 
according to grade? 
4. Is there a difference in the choice of reading 
material and the degree to which it is read between 
college bound and non-college bound students? 
a) Is there a difference in the choice of reading 
material and the degree to which it is read 
between college bound and non-college bound 
students according to sex? 
b) Is there a difference in the choice of reading 
material and the degree to which it is read 
between college bound and non-college bound 
students according to grade? 
5. Do interests coincide with reading choices .. made by 
college bound vs. non-college bound students? 
a} Do interests coincide with reading choices made 
by college bound vs. non-college bound students 
according to sex? 
b) Do interests coincide with reading choices made 
by college bound vs. non-college bound students 
according to grade? 
III. DELIMITATIONS 
II 
I 
I 
This study is concerned with a survey of a single high 
,, 
school, grades 10-12, located in Massachusetts in a middle-class ; 
suburban community. Distinct college preparatory and general 
vocational courses were included in the curriculum. 
IV. DEFINITION OF TERMS 
Throughout the course of this investigation the terms 
3 
I 
I 
!"college bound11 and "non-college bound" students shall be in-
lterpreted thus: 
College bound. 
II 
enrolled j! Those students who are presently 
:in a college preparatory program I 
lpontinuing their course of study upon high school graduation at 
I, 
Ia recognized advanced institution of learning. 
and who have the intentions of 
Non-college bound. Those students who are enrolled in a 
1voca.tional or general course of study whose intention of securing, 
a high school diploma is their sole objective. They have no 
,pesire to continue their education upon graduation from high 
I 
ischool. 
Interests. Since there are many broad definitions of this 
,, 
word, it shall be interpreted in this context to mean student 
I 
'preference as expressed on interest inventories. 
Extent of reading. It shall be construed as to mean the 
types of subject matter selected and the degree to which it is 
I 
read. 
V. PIAN OF PROCEDURE 
Instruments used. The data for this study were compiled 
on a data card containing tta following information: 
1. Subjective form of questionnaire which included: 
a) Grade, sex. 
b) Book list •• those books read within the preceding 
three months. 
c) Magazine list •• along with the extent to which the 
2. 
were read, e. g . all the time, usually, seldom. 
d) Post graduate intentions. 
School records: 
a) Intelligence scores taken from the California 
Mental Maturity Test (Advanced Form) •• only the 
total I .Q_. score of each individual was used in 
this study. 
b) Reading scores taken from the Iowa Test of 
Educational Development or the Cooperative c2 
Reading Comprehension Test •• whichever test 
applied; using only general information scores, 
total scores and vocabulary scores. 
c) Interest scores taken from the Kuder Interest 
Inventory or the Occupational Interest Inventory 
(Advanced Form) •• whichever test applied. 
Method of gathering data. The questionnaire was adw.inisil,;. <o~ " 
tered to the college and non-college divisions of the English 
classes in grades 10-12 in Billerica Memorial High School, 
Billerica, Massachusetts. 
The questionnaire was administered to a total number of 
448 students. The breakdown according to grades, sex, and college 
vs. non-college bound students is given in Table I. 
Any discrepancies to be found in the total number of 
students questioned and the actual number used is due to in-
complete information on various students on different instruments. 
. 
; 
A BREAKJX)WN OF THE POPULATION STUmED ACCORDING 
TO GRADES, SEX, AND COLLEGE VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND STUDENTS 
COLLEGE I NON-COLLIDE / TOTAL 
Grade Sex Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per-~· ce~ -~~; 
lOth 
Girls 48 25, 59 23 107 24 
Boys 38 19.9 42 16.4 80 17.8 
11th 
Girls 31 16.1 51 19.9 82 18.3 
Boys 27 14 47 18.3 74 16.5 
12th 
Girls 26 13.6 32 12.5 58 13 
Boys 22 11.4 25 9.8 47 10.5 
rrotal 192 256 448 
Treatment of data. The information gathered on the 
1questionnaire and from school records was tveated in the fol-
1 
11
lowing manner: 
On the questionnaire, the total number of students was 
1 bro~en down into the three grades used and these in turn divided 
II 
1according to sex. Then the information pertinent to this study 
I• 
was sifted out and treated in the following manner. The list 
I 
of books read were broken down into fiction and non-fiction 
I !! categories. Treating each grade individually and dividing 
!according to sex} number and percentage were tabulated and then 
ll ranked. 
I  The magazines read were listed and then classified 
1according to the extent to which they were read •• e.g. all the 
;i time, usually, seldom. The arbitrary number of three was given 
:I to those magazines read all the time; two for usually and one 
11 for seldom. The number, percentage and rank were then computed. 
!! From this composite of information, the top ten magazines were 
ll 
11 compiled. These in turn were compared according to grade and 
I' 
II sex. 
,, 
The post graduate intentions were obtained in order to 
il categorize the students in the college bound or non-college 
I
'; bound groupings • 
. I Using the school records as a source of data, the total 
!: intelligence scores, based on the California Mental Maturity 
j' Test, were obtained. This information was grouped into five 
-==---.----=jj:==~ ==-=-=====II=== 
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degree intervals •• with each student placed within his own degree , 
rank. The number and percentage of occurrences, the mean, the I 
I' 
standard deviation, and the Sigma of the mean were obtained and 
from this information was - computed the critical ratio. 
on the administration of the Kuder Interest Inventory •• used in 
grades 10 and 11 and the Ocuupational Interest Inventory Test 
for grade 12. For the purpose of this study, only the top two 
interest scores along with the one low score were used, and 
these in turn were computed according to number, per cent and 
rank. 
The reading scores for grades 10 and 11 were taken from the 
I 
results of the Iowa Test of Educational Development. Only the 
general information and vocabulary scores were used in this I 
I 
study. These findings were then placed on a one fiegree interval ·I 
chart with each student placed within his own degree rank. The 11 
number, mean, standard deviation, the Sigma of the mean were 
obtained and from this information was computed the critical 
ratio. 
In '~ grade 12 1 the Cooperative c2 Reading Comprehension Test 
was administered and scores obtained. These scores were placed 
in a five degree interval with each student placed within his 
I 
1own degree rank. As in grades 10 and 11, the number, mean, '1 
standard deviation and the Sigma of the mean were computed and 
from ·this information the critical ratio · .. was obta ined. 
VI • PLAN OF PRESENTATION 
The results of the study will be presented under three 
main divisions. 
Gkapter II - Su~vey of the literature. Under this heading 
I 
are found the following sub-divisions: 
~. The stability of interests of high school students. 
2. A survey of interest areas of college and non-college 
bound students. 
3. Differences in reading interests and achievement of 
college vs. non-college bound students. 
Chapter III - Findings, conclusions and recommendations 
, are discussed under this division. 
1. 
2. 
4. 
A comparison of intelligence scores of college bound 
and non-college bound students. 
The analyzing of interest patterns between college 
bound and non-college bound students. 
The comparison of reading achievements between college 
and non-college bound students. 
The analyzing of the reading patterns between college 
bound and non-college bound students. 
The correlation of interests and reading choices of 
college bound and non-college bound students. 
The conclusions inherent in the study. 
Recommendations for curriculum planning and future 
research. 
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CHAPI'ER II 
RESEARCH RELATED TO THE PROBLEM 
I. INTRODUCTION 'I 
Improving the quality of reading is a decidedly difficult ! 
'I 
"The problem is complicated by the demand to secure im- I 
provement for all the heterogeneous groups 9f pupils now 
!I 
tcomposing our high school population. Under these circumstances , 
II a greater use of potentialities of interest commends itself. rtl 
1; So asserted Pearl S. McCarty in her survey concerning the free 
I 
1 and required reading habits of junior-senior high school students. 
II 
1 
In line with the above statement and adding meaning to the 
'I importance of the interest factor in reading, G. W. Norve112 
:reported: 
There has been increasing recognition of the role 
played in learning and habit formation by the factor 
of interest •••• a ~ave of good reading might be attained 
1, through providing children with an ample supply of 
1 literary selections -which stand where the lines of stu-
tl dent popularity and critical approval converge. 
I 
II II. INTEREST PATTERNS REVEALED IN HIGH SCHOOL 
1 
STUDENTS' WRITTEN COMPOSITIONS 
Due to the fact that little research or experimental data l I 
!L-
1 1 Pearl S. McCarty, nReading Interests 
of Books in School Libraries, 1' School Review, 
" 19.50), 96. 
Shown by Choices 
LVIII (February 
I 
2 George W. Norvell, The Reading Interests of Youn~ 
1 People (New York:- D.C. Heath and Company, 195'0), p. 3. 
I 
,_ 
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I 
has been collected on the relative interest patt e rns o f college 
and non-college bound students specifically, separate s tudies 
1
as well as com.posi te studies of the int erests of high school 
students have been reviewed for their bearing upon the present 
investi gation. 
In a questionnaire administered by Glenn Wileox3 con-
sisting of two hundred item covering ten major areas of in-
t erests for finding the written composition assignments and 
topic preferences of 9th grade students, it was noted that the 
p rd e r of preference listed amon g the boy s were as follows: 
sports and out-of-door activities to hold first rank; travel 
and adventure, to be second; radio, movies, flying airoplanes, 
humor and fair play following in that order, Politics, folklor e , 
war crimes and literature were the areas of l east pr eferenc e . 
Among the girls, success and .. pleasure, fri ends and 
fr~endship, radio progr ams and radio p e rsonalities, movie a nd 
movie stars, sports a n d out-of- door activities, tra vel and 
prefere nce dealt wi th mechanics and industry, war and politics, 
I 
sci e nce, frontier life, and history. 
I 
I 
3 Glenn W. Wilcox, 11Student Preference for Writt en 
Composition Topics and Assignme nts in the 9t h Graden 
(unpublished Ed. M. t hesis, Boston University , 1945). 
I 
I' 
II 
I 
II 
I 
J. H. Coleman4 in his survey at Columbia University 
1
1investigated the written composition interests of' junior and 
II senior high school students. Coleman found that students pre-,, 
I 
'ferred topics related to travel and adventure, out-o:f'-door 
activities, literature, humor, ethics and animals. They 
I 
! disliked 
ll science, 
topics related to health, social problems, civics, 
religion, machinery and art. 
I, 
I Although both these research projects cover a wide and 
·1 di vergent group of' students and o:f'fer much in the overall 
I 
I' 11interest patterns of' those questioned, the distinction of' 
,, college bound and non-cdlllege bound students within the larger 
l, group was not made and thus le:f't much to be desired. 
The Misses Catherine McDonald and Katherine Alberti dealt 
.with the topic of' written composition assignments and topics of' 
II 
!interests :f'or written assignments. Miss McDonald's5 investiga-
tl 
1,tion covered grades 7•9 where she found that the composition 
li topic rather than the type or assignment made, in:f'luenced the 
ii student 'a choice. The results showed that topics dealing with 
!!personal experiences were highest. Hobbies, aviation, radio, 
I 
! ~pioneering and camping were also high. Everyday manners rated ,low. 
II 11-=-------
'1 4J. H: Coleman, Written Composition Interests of Junior 
I and Senior High School Pupils (New York: Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia University, 1931). 
!: 5 CatheMne McDonald, "Student Pre:f'erences in Written 
1
1
composi tion Assignments in the 7th, 8th and 9th Grades" 
,(unpublished Ed. M. thesis, Boston University, 1945). 
I 
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II 
I 
Miss Alberti's 6 findings in gra des 10-12 corroborated 
,, Miss McDonald 1 s results •• that topics rather than type was of 
ll major import. Alberti pointed out that topics about movies 
I 
' rated high. General knowledge and interest, as manners, sports, ' 
1
' dogs, radio and careers also rated high. Topics of famous 
I 
\: people were least preferred. Topics which fluctuated between 
, high and low were topics on books, travel and the seasons. 
il 
I In a survey conducted by H. L. Herber? of 660 students 
!the following results were o btained: sports, cars and thrills 
!i (includes adventure) ranked highest among the boys. Girls 
,chose clothes, music and a bstract problems (careers, school 
;spirit, etc.). 
I 
Dislikes among the boys were listed as making a valentine,, 
llcollecting programs, jewelry§ among the girls" model planes, 
1
cars, woodworking. 
Mary F. Laidley8 investigated the numerous issues of 
junior high school publications in order to classify the 
'articles into interest areas. The areas most c:omm.orl.J:yused were 
'those concerned with n general school activities n and uhumorn. 
6 Katherine Alberti, nstudent Preferences in Written 
Composition in Grades 10, 11 and 12u (unpublished Ed. M. thesis, ' 
Boston University, 1948). 
I 
7 H. L. Herber, "A Comparison of the Composition Interests ! 
of Six Hundred Sixty Students in Grades 8~12" (unpublished Ed. M. 
thesis, Boston University, 1957). 
8 Mary F. Laidley, "Composition Interests of Junior High j 1~chool Pupils," The English Journal, XIV (March 1925),pp.201-209. 1 
1 3 
;I 
I 
I Under the direction of G. H. Seymonds,9 graduate students 
rated the high school pupils' composition topics in frequency of 
1 occurrences. Personal incidents were rated highest in con-
junction with written composition topics. Jokes and humor 
I 
· rated highest on oral work. 
Although the afore mentioned investigations concerned 
~hemselves primarily with the written composition interests of 
junior and senior high school students, they were used in this 
survey in so far as they did emphasize the importance of the 
I 
interest factor. They also pointed out that the overall findings 
fell into similar interest patterns. The boys consistently 
1 selected adventure, travel and sports as their major source of 
I 
interest, while their dislikes followed in the vein of politics, 
social problems, civics and health. 
The girls rated general knowledge and interests (sports, • 
radio, arts, careers), success, friends and personal experiences 
as their favorite topics. Mechanics, industry, war, politics, 
science and famous people ranked low. 
III. THE INTEREST .AREAS OF COLLIDE /l.:tm 
NON-COLLIDE BOUND STUDENTS 
Concerning the specific problem of the interest patterns 
of college and non-college bound pupils, the following two 
investigations shed some light on the subject. 
9 G. H. Seymonds 1 "Real Topics For Writing and Speaking, 11' Sch0ol Review, XXXVIII (December 1930), PP• 765-775. 
1 4 
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'I 
I 
,, Woodrow H. Ha1110 in his survey of interest areas among 
non-college 12th grade students noted that all boys placed 
11 sports and athletics at the top, out-of-door activities ran 
II 
I second and travel third. Those areas receiving little or no 
attention were: collecting, hobbies, classes, famous people, 
'I I 
1 current events, homemaking, school activities, classical music 
l1 and literature. 
!' 
II Among the girls, dancing ranked first. Homemaking 
ranked high along with travel, clothes, sports and outdoor 
activities. Those receiving less attention were: aviation, 
machinery, automobiles, famous people, current events and 
citizenship. 
I 
II In a similar study by R. E. Brairtonll a remarkable 
consistency appeared. First choice for all boys was sports and 
II athletics, while outdoor activities and travel fell in the 
I, number two and three positions. Girls listed dancing, home-
II making and listening to popular music as their top choices. 
II 
Upon tabulation of the data of these two surveys, it was 
I' evident that the interests of non-college bound students are 
'I ,, varied, yet were found to be consistent in the two studies. 
,,__,.__ _ 
' 10 Woodrow H. Hall, "A Survey of Interest Areas Among 1
11 It Non-College Twelfth Grade Students in Seven Maine Schools 
II (unpublished Ed. M. thesis, Boston University, 1949). 
I 11 R. E. Brairton, "A Survey of Interest Areas of Twelft . 
Grade Non-College Students .in Ten Western New York Schoolsn 
(iinpublished Ed. M. thesis, Boston University, 1949). 
I 
Again, there was a high degree of consistency among these find- ! 
'I 
· ings and those previously mentioned concerning the written 
composition interests of all junior and senior high school 
students. 
IV. REfilliNG INTERESTS OF SECONDARY 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 
As in the case of the written composition interests of 
students in junior-senior high school, there have been made a 
number of studies dealing with various phases of pupil's 
reading interests at different age levels. Although none of 
these studies gives an answer to the particular question con-
cerning college and non-college bound students which the 
writer asks, many of them give valuable data which can be 
applied to this investigation. 
In 1922, Jordan12 gave a concise account of the results 
of all previous studies in the field of children's interest in 
reading and offered the following conclusions: Although both 
boys and girls prefer fiction, the sex of the reader had a 
bearing on their choice of reading material. Boys ranked 
, adventure as their first choice. Girls are greatly interested 
in sentiment and emotions, people like themselves, manners ·. ,._ 
12 Arthur M. Jordan, Children's Interests in Reading 
(New York: Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia 
University, 1921), P• 41. 
I 
I 
16 
I 
"and daily life, while their interest in travel, adventure, and 
., science is almost negligible. 
In his own survey, Jordan points out that sex is a 
!determining factor in reading selections. The major interests 
of boys ages 10 to 13 were: war and scouting, school and sports 
!Boy Scouts and adventure. Girls ranked interests dealing with 
home life, school, home and school, love and miscellaneous. 
Jordan also noted that girls interests are narrower then boys 
Jl 
.at this age. 13 
'i 
I· Beginning where Jordan left off, Dale Zellar compiled and I 
,tabulated the results of studies conducted up though 1941 and I 
came up w.ith these findings: The books read are predominantly 
fiction. Children with high intelligence quotients read more 
than children with lower intelligence quotients. They read a 
wider range of material. There are decided sex differences. 
Boys read less than girls, but tend to read more diversified 
materials. Boys prefe r adventure and action; girls like mystery~ 
sentimental fiction and stories about home life. 14 
In his own investigation on the interest areas of 2,052 
'girls and 1,995 boys in the junior high school age grouping, 
I 
13 8 I Ibid., PP• 12 -129. I - . 
! 14 Dale Zellar ,The Relative Importance of Factors of 
Interest in Reading Materials for Junior High School PupilS 
(New York: Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia 
University, 1941), PP• 20-21. 
1 7' 
II 
Zellar found that action and humor were the outstanding factors !l 
in the selection of reading materials for the boys in this age 1 
grouping. Among the girls, humor, people, familiar experiences 
and situations in which they can imagine themselves had the 
highest influence in the selection of books. 15 
Pearl S. McCarty in her survey conducted in 15 Florida 
Schools, grades 7-12, revealed the following figures • 
. Adventure, general fiction and animals ranked first, second and 
I 
' 
third respectively for boys. 
In all grades, girls placed general fiction as number 
one. Light novels of h0me and family life were placed high in 
I 
junior high school. More serious reading in 11th and 12th grades 
I 
were noted. Tenth grade was a dividing line below which more 
than half of reading was light and entertaining and above which 
more than half of the reading was serious arrl informative. It 
was also pointed out that girls excelled in total quantity read 
but boys read more diversified materials and tended toward the 
type of serious reading. A J definite sign of maturing interests II 
,. in ::1enior high school was found. It was also noted that changes 1 
of interest in grades are gradual rather than sudden. Fiction 
16 
was preferred by both sexes. 
l5 I£i£., PP• 49-53. 
16 Pearl S. McCarty, "Reading Interests Shown by Choices 
of Books in School Libraries, n School Review., LVIII (February 
1950} , PP• 90-96. 
il 
1 8 
Jeremy Brown17 corroborated McCarty's findings and found 
I 
that fiction was preferred by boys and girls. Boys' first choice 
was short stories; romance ranked first among the girls. 
According to George Norvell's comprehensive study of 
the reading interests of over 50,000 pupils in grades 7-12 in 
New York State, adventure, outdoor games, school life, humor, 
, animals, patriotism and male characters are those special II 
factors which arouse boys' interest. Unfavorable factors are: I 
love, other sentiments, home and family life, female characters,! 
etc. 
For girls the favorable factors were: adventure, school 
II 
,, 
life, humor, love, home life, etc. Unfavorable factors were: 
grim adventure, extended description, didacticism and nature. 18 II 
Thorndike's study of the interests of 3,000 youths 
discloses that sex is extremely important in influencing 
childrens .t choices of reading material. For the boys, special 
interest factors were: animals, outdoor adventure, sports, war, 
travel and mystery to mention only a few. Unfavorable factors !I 
were: mild child adventure, child life in other lands, magic 
and phantasy, romantic love, school life, feminine activities 
·and self-improvement. 
17 Jeremy Brown, "An Analysis of the Recreational Reading 
Achievements of the 11th Grade Students of the Springfield, 
,Vermont, High School over a Ten Week Period" (unpublished 
Doctoral Dissertation, Boston University, 1959). 
18 Norvell, ~· cit., p. 6. 
II 
I 
II 
!I 
For girls he found the following factors to be favorable ~ 
animals, rni ld child adventure, farni ly life, school life, I' 
romance and occupations. Unfavorable factors were: sports, 
mythology, travel, hobbies, science and biography.l9 
Thorndike, along with other authors, also noted that the 
patterns of interests for slow and bright children are much 
alike. 20 
In general, the studies conducted by Norvell and Malchow II 
21 
were in close agreement with those found by Thorndike. 
V. SUMMARY 
In summation, the following conclusions about the interes 
' patterns of secondary school students can be drawn from the 
previous studies: 
~. That the sex of the student plays an important part 
in the interest . patterns to which he adhers. 
2. That fiction is preferred to non-fiction by both 
sexes. 
3. That the boys rate sports, out-of-door activities, 
adventure, travel and animals as their leading 
interests in Written work or reading selections. 4. That most boys dislike subjects dealing with romance, 
home life, manners and all feminine activities. 
5. That girls rank family life, adventure (mild), 
19 ~., P• 80. 
20 Ibid., p. 29. 
21 Arno Jewett, "What Does Research Tell About the 
Reading Interests of Junior High Pupils?n Improving Reading in 
1 the Junior High School, United States Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, Office of Education, Bulletin 10, 
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1957), PP• 26-33. 
II 
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II 
success, romance, friendship and clothes as their 
choices. 
6. That with girls war, mechanics, science and all 
masculine arts were rated as low in interest. 
7. That boys' and girls' interest patterns are almost 
the direct antithesis of each other. 
8. That boys read less than girls but tended to do more 
diversified reading. 
9. That changes in interest patterns are gradual rather 
than sudden --evolutionary and not revolutionary. 
10. In written work, the topic rather than type of 
writing is important; in reading, content rather 
than literary type is more influencial. 
In the main, all research, whether clarifying writ ing 
;I or reading preferences, shed some light on the overall problem 
~ of student interests. 
II 
Although very few of the research 
'. studies dealt with the specific problem of college vs. non-
1 
11 college bound student interests, they did point up a definite 
1
1
possibili ty of difference in interests of the two types of 
II 
students. Concrete information is needed before any proposals 
'1 of changes are made in the curriculum of Junior-Senior High 
'1Schools geared to differences in the interest factor. I 
I 
li 
II 
!I 
~I 
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CHAPTER III 
FINDI NGS, CONCLUSIONS AN.D RECOMM ENDATIONS 
I. I !ITTRODUCTI ON 
This chapter presents in detail the data obtained from 
the questionnaire administered to lOth, 11th and 12th gr a de 
pupils. The following measures were derived by statistical 
trea tment of the data: 
1 . A comparison of intelli g ence score s of colle ge bound 
vs. non-college bound students. 
2 . Analy zing of interest patterns between college bound 
and non-college bound students. 
J. The comparison of reading achi e vements between college 
bound and non-co l lege bound students. 
4• The analyzing of reading patterns between college 
bound and non-college bound students. 
5. The correlation of interests a bd r e ading choices o f 
college and non-college bound students. 
The data we r e statistically treated to derive the number, 
me an, standard devia t ion and the Si gma of the mean and fro m this 
informa tion the critical ratio wa s obta ined to che c k on the 
reli ability of t he results. 'r he c one lusions obta ined f rom t l1i s 
trea t ment are a lso pr e sented. Rec omm endations for curriculum 
planning and futu~e research are discussed . 
II. INT ELLI GENT QUOTI ENT 
The first problem that wa s inv e sti ga t e d was t he comparis on 
of the Int e lli gence scores of colle ge and non-college bound 
s tudents as r e corded on the Ca lifornia Mental Maturmty Te st 
(Ad va nc ed Form). The range of Inte lli gent ~uotient score s were 
broken down into five intervals with each student placed within 
his own degree rank. Number, per cent of occurrences, means, 
standard deviations, sigmas of the mean, and critical ratios 
were obtained. Results are compiled comparing the total girls 
college preparatory Intelligent Quotients vs. the total girls 
non-college bound Intelligent ~uotients in Table v. It was 
noted that there was a wider range of intelligence scores for 
the college girls --75-144; the majority of which (67 .2 per 
cent) fell above an Intelligent ~uotient of 100. 
===· ---- -...;....:.-:=c...:= 
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Table II showed a comparison of the Intelligent 
~uotient scores of 1.111. college preparatory and 55 non-college 
bound lOth grade girls. The standard deviation of 13.6 for the 
college bound as compared to 8.3.5 for the non-college bound 
indica ted that a wider range of scores were recorde.d for t he 
college prepara tory girls. Another statistically significant 
difference noted was t ha t the college bound mean of 105.95 was 
definit e ly higher than the non-college bound mean of 99.82. 
Tabulation of the cnitical ratio proved this data to be bighly 
significant .. 
24 
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I 
IQ. 
140-144 li 135-139 
1! 130-134 
1
1 125-129 
I 120-124 
115-119 
I 110-114 
! 105-109 
·, 100-104 
I 95-99 
90-94 
85-89 
80-84 
75-79 
'I 
I 
, Number 
:I 
I Mean 
TABLE II 
COMPARISON OF IQ. SCORES ON THE CAU:FORNIA MENTAL 
MATURITY TEST OF lOTH GRADE GIRLS COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS . NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Number Per Rank Number Per 
cent cent 
1 2.4 5' 
4.5 ~ 2' 1 2.4 
2 4.5 4 
4 9.0 2: 2 3.6 
9 20.4 1 6 10.9 
3 6.8 3 8 14.5 
9 20.4 1 11 20.0 
3 6.8 3 12 21.8 
tt 9.0 2 9 16.3 9.0 2 4 7.2 
2: 4.5 4 2 3.6 1 1.8 
44 55 
105.95 99.82 
Standard Deviation 13.6 8.35 
' i' o'm 2.05 1.14 
I' Critical Ratio 3.45* 
li 
I 
!! *Highly significant 
2 5 
Rank 
7 
5 
4 2 
1 
3 
6 
7 
8 
Table III showed a comparison of the Int e lligent 
Quotient scores of 29 college preparatory and 49 non-college 
bound 11th grade girls. The standard deviation of 11.5 for the 
college bound as compared to 10.15 for the non-college bound 
indicated a slightly wider range of scores r e corded for t he 
college preparatory girls. This difference was not statisticall . 
si gnifj_ cant. 
The mean for the college bound girls was 104.25, 
whereas the mean for the non-college bound was 102.61. The 
tabulation of the critical ratio proved this data to be not 
significant. 
I 
II 
I 
,, IQ 
140-144 
13.5-139 
130-134 112.5-129 
120-124 
1115-119 
110-114 
:10.5-109 
100-104 
i 95-99 
il 90-94 
8.5-89 
80-84 
I 
I 
Number 
!Mean 
' 
·-
TABLE III 
COMPARISON OF IQ SCORES ON THE CAUFORNIA MENTAL 
. MATURITY TEST OF 11TH GRADE GIRLS COLLIDE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
COLLEGE NON-COI.LEGE 
Number :Per Rank Number Per 
cent cent 
1 3-4 5 
2 4.0 
4 13.7 2 5 10.2 
J 10.3 3 3 6.1 
4. 13.7 2 9 18.3 
7 24.1 1 12 2~.4 
7 24.1 1 9 1 .3 
1 3.4 .5 .5 10.2 
1 2.0 
2 6.8 4. 3 6.1 
~ 49 
104.25 102.61 
!!Standard Deviation 11.5 10.15 
II <1m . 2.14 1.~4 
1Gri tical Ratio .868* 
! 
II *Not 
,, 
,. 
l 
I 
I ~ II 
significant even at the .50 per cent level 
2 7 
Rank 
5 
3 
4. 
~ 
1 
2 
3 
6 
4 
Table IV showed a comparison of Intelligent Quotient 
scores of 21 college preparatory and 31 non-co ll ege bourid 12th 
grade girls. The standard deviation of 12.1 for the college 
preparatory as compared to 9.6 for the non-college bound 
indicated a wider range or scores were recorded for t he college 
bound girls. Another statistically significant difference 
noted was that the college preparatory mean of 102 was definitel 
higher than the non-college bound mean of 95.22. Tabula tion of 
the critical ratio proved this data to be highly significant. 
.::: 
I 
II 
TABLE IV 
COMPARISON OF IQ SCORES ON THE CALIB,ORNIA MENTAL 
MATURITY TEST OF 12TH GRADE GIRLS COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
IQ Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
120-124 3 
1115-119 1 
ii 110-114 
1
105-109 5 
1100-104 4 
I 95-99 2 
: 90-94 3 
~ 85-89 2 
80-84 
II 75-79 1 
: 70-?l• I' '" 
I 
Number 21 
I 
:Mean 102 
. standard Deviat ion 12.1 
I 
1 dm 2.69 
11 Cri tical Ratio 3.22?r 
l ot, 
l• 'rHighly significant 
cent 
14.2 3 
4.7 5 
23.8 1 
19.0 2 
9.5 4 
14.2 3 
9.5 4 
4.7 5 
cent 
1 3.2 6 
-
2 6.~ 5 8 25. 1 
6 19.3 3 
1 22.5 2' 
3 9.6 ~ 2 6.4 
1 3.2 6 
1 3.2 6 
31 
95.22 
9.6 
1.72 
Table V showed a comparison of the Intelli ge nt Q.uotient 
scores of 94 college preparatory and 135 non-college bound lOth, 
11th and 12th grade girls. The standard deviation of 12.7 for 
the college preparatory as compared to 10.15 for the non-college 
bound indicated that a wider range of scores were recorded for 
the college preparatory girls. Another statistically significan 
difference notedYaas that the college bound mean of 104.6 was 
definitely higher than the non-college bound mean of 99.6. 
Tabulation of the critical ratio proved this data to be hi ghly 
significant. 
3 0 
IQ 
I 140-144 
13.5-139 
130-134 
1i 12.5-129 
.120-124 
,· 11.5-119 
I 110-114 
105-109 
100-104 
95-99 
,, 90-94 
8.5-89 
80-84 
I 7.5-79 
70-74 
Number 
, Mean 
I 
TABLE V 
COMPARISON OF IQ SCORES ON THE CALIFORNIA MENTAL 
MATURITY TEST OF TOTAL GIRLS COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Number Per Rank Number Per 
cent cent 
2 2.4 8 
2 2.4 8 
1 1.0 9 2 1.4 
.5 .5.3 6 1 .7 
9 9 • .5 3 7 .5.1 
12 12.7 2 9 6.6 
12 12.7 2 19 J.4.o 
20 21.2 1 31 22.9 
12 12.7 2 27 20.0 
8 8 • .5 4 21 1.5 • .5 
6 6.3 .5 8 5.9 
4 4.2 7 7 5.1 1 1.0 9 2 1.4 
1 .7 
94 135 
104.6 99.6 
•Standard Deviation 12.7 10.1.5 
o'm 1.31 .89 
!Critical Ratio 3.37-r.· 
I *Highly significant 
3 1 
Rank 
8 
9 
7 
.5 
4 
1 
2 
3 
6 
7 
8 
9 
Table VI showed a comparison of the Intelli gent 
~uotient scores of 33 college preparatory and UO non-college 
bound lOth grade boys. The standard deviation of 12.95 for the 
college bound as compared to 12.45 for the non-college bound 
indicated a slightly wider range of scores recorded for the 
college preparatory boys. This difference was not statistically 
significant. 
The mean for the college preparatory boys was 107.8, 
whereas the mean for the non-college bound was 99. The tabula-
tion of the critical ratio pro'ved this data to be highly 
significant. 
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TABLE VI 
I 
ll COMPARISON OF I~ SCORES ON THE CALIFORNIA MENTAL MATURITY TEST OF lOTH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE 
I PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
I 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
I IQ Number Per Rank Number Per Rank cent cent 
t 
: 
135-139 1 3.0 5 
, 130-134 1 2.5 6 
, 125-129 2 6.0 tt 120-124 2 6.0 2 5.0 5 
, 115-119 5 15.1 1 1 2.5 6 
' 110-114 4 12.1 2 2 5.0 5 
105-109 5 15.1 1 5 12.1 3 
100-104 4 12.1 2 10 25.0 1 
95-99 4 12.1 2 5 12.1 3 
90-94 3 9.0 3 6 15.0 2 
I 85-89 1 3.0 5 3 7.5 ~ I 80-84 2 6.0 4 2 5.0 
75-79 2 5.0 5 
70-74 1 2.5 6 
II 
1 Number 33 40 
,' Mean 107.8 99 
!standard Deviation 12.95 12.45 
'8m 2.28 1.9 
r 
4· 33'~ r Critical Ratio 
! 
II 
.*Highly significant 
I' 
! 
r 
I 
r 
I 
Table VII showed a comparison of the Intelli gent 
~uotient scores of 27 college preparatory and 37 non-college 
bound 11th grade b oys. The standard deviation of 7.25 for the 
colle ge bound as compared to 12.2.5 for the non-college bound 
indicated that a wider range of scores were recorded for the 
non-college bound boys. Another statistically significant 
difference noted was that the college bound mean of 109 . 1 was 
definitely higher than the non-college bound mean of 101.1. 
Tabulation of the critical ratio proved this data to be hi ghly 
significant. 
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TABLE VII 
COMPARISON OF IQ SCORES ON THE CALIFORNIA MENTAL 
MATURITY TEST OF 11TH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE 
PREPARA'rORY vs. NON-COLLEG"E BOUND I 
I 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
I Q Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
cent cent 
1 13.5-139 1 2.7 6 
' 130-134 
12.5-129 1 2.7 6 
120-124 2 7.4 6 
111.5-119 3· 11.1 .5 1 2.7 6 
,110-114 7 2.5.9 1 3 8.1 .5 
10.5-109 6 22.;2 2 .5 13 • .5 3 
100-104 5 18.5 J 10 27.0 1 
9.5-99 4 14.8 1+. 3 8.1 .5 
90-94 7 18.9 2 
85-89 4 10.8 4 
80-84 
6 7.5-79 1 2.7 
70-74 1 2.7 6 
Number 27 37 
Mean 109.1 101.1 
St ahdard Deviation 7.25 12.25 
dm 1.4 2 2.0.5 
Cri tica·l Ratio 4.3"~ 
I 
?!-Highly significant 
~~~===========~==~=========== 
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Table VIII showed a comparison of the Intelli gent 
Quotient scores of 20 college preparatory and 18 non-college 
bound 12th grade boys. The standard· deviation of 13.5 for the 
college preparatory as compared to 12.45 for the non-college 
bound indicated that a wider range of scores were recorded for 
the college preparatory boys. 
The college preparatory mean of 104 was higher th~ n 
the non-collegebound mean of 101.45. Tabulation of the critica] 
ratio proved this data to be not significant since 38 per cent of 
the time it could happen by chance. 
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ll TABLE VIII 
,, 
I COMPARISON OF IQ SCORES ON THE CALIFORNIA MENTAL NJ.A TtJ""RITY TEST OF 12TH GRltDE BOYS COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLIDE BOUND 
I o cn:;:r;iFJCf.E NON-COl'ZEGE 
'I I Q ·Number Per Rank Number Per Rank cent cent 
I 
I 140-144 1 5 4 
1 135-139 
11130-134 
112.5-129 
1120-124 2 10.0 3 1 5.5 4 
115-119 1 5.0 4 4 22.2 1 
110-114 1 5.0 4 
I 105-109 3 15.0 2 2 11.1 3 
I 100-104 3 1.5.0 2 3 16.6 2 
95-99 4 20.0 1 2 11.1 3 
90-94 4 20.0 1 3 16 . 6 2. 
85-89 2 11.1 3 
80-84 1 5.0 4 
75-79 
70-74 1 5.5 4 
II 
I I II II Number 20 18 
i I Mean 104 101.45 
!Standard Deviation 13.5 12.45 
Om 3.06 2.95 I 
Critical Ratio 1. 39·:1- I 
I 
II 
'! .;:·Not si 'nifi cant .. ( 38 per cent of the time it could happen by 
chance • I 
I 
I 
ll 
I 
II 
In Table IX it is pointed out that though the range of 
Intelligent Quotient scores for the college preparatory and 
non-college bound boys are nearly identical--college preparatory 
being 80-144 and non-college bound 70-139--the majority of the 
college bound boys (71.1 per cent) fell above an Intelligent 
Quotient of 100 while only one-half (54.4 per cent) of the non-
college bound boys placed above an Intelligent Quotient of 100. 
A statistically significant difference noted was that the 
college bound mean of 106.6 was definitely higher than the non-
college bound mean of 99.9. Tabulation of the critical ratio 
proved this data to be highly significant. 
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TABLE IX 
COMPARISON OF IQ SCORES ON THE CALIFORNIA MENTA L 
N~TURITY TEST OF TOTAL BOYS COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
II 
l ~·=================::;rn:m~~=====:::;;;;m;::::;;;;:;;;;::;;;;;;;;;::::===== COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
I Q Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
II cent cent 
---------------------------------------------------------
· 140-144 
1! 135-139 
1. 130-134 
125-129 
120-124 
1115-119 
11 110-114 
1 105-109 
1100-104 
•i 95-99 
I 90-94 
., 8.5-89 
I 
80-84 
I 75-79 
70-74 
Number 
, Mean 
1 
1 
2 
6 
9 
12 
14 
12 
12 
7 
1 
3 
80 
106.6 
Standard Deviation n.6 
i dm 1.3 
Critical Ratio 4.1~} 
II 
I ~'-.. 
" High:Ly Significant 
I 
I 
I 
,, 
I 
I 
1.2 
1.2 
2.5 
7.5 
11.2 
15.0 
17. 5 
15.0 
15.0 
8.7 
1.2 
3.7 
8 
8 1 1.0 10 
1 1.0 10 
7 1 1.0 10 
5 3 3. 1 8 
3 6 6.3 6 
2 5 5.2 5 
1 12 12.6 3 
2' 23 24.2 1 
2 10 10. 5 4 
4 16 16.8 2' 
8 9 9.4 5 
6 2 2.1 9 
3 3.1 8 
3 3.1 8 
95 
99.9 
12.55 
1.35 
In Table X the findings of the total college preparatory 
students vs. the total non-college bound students are shown to 
be similar to those stated in Table .: V, page 3Jb and Table IX, 
page39, where separate Intelligent ~uotient scores for boys and 
girls were treated. College bound students ranged in Intelli-
gent Quotients from 75-144 with the majority (68.5 per cent) 
above an Intelligent Q,uotient of 100. The non-college bound 
students ranged from 70-139 with 52.2 per cent above an Intelli-
gent quotient of 100. 
A statistically significant difference noted was that 
the college bound mean of 105.5 was definitely higher than the 
non-college bound mean of 99.72. Tabulation of the critical 
ratio proved this data to be highly significant. 
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TABLE X 
COMPARISON OF I~ SCORES ON THE CALIFORNIA MENTAL 
MATURITY TEST OF TOTAL COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
VS. TOTAL NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
III. INTEREST PATT ERNS 
The interest scores were obtained from the Kuder 
Interest Inventory administered in grades 10 and 11, and the 
Occupational Interest Inventory (Advanced) (Boston University 
Battery) in grade 12. For the purpose of this study only the 
top two interest scores and the lowest interest score were used. 
These in turn were tabulated according to number, per cent and 
rank. 
4 2' 
It was found that in Table XI on the comparison of high 
interest areas of the lOth grade girls 16.6 per cent of the 
colle ge preparatory ranked science first; mechanical and art 
received 15 per cent thus both ranked second, whereas 18.1 per 
cent of the non-college bound preferred art first; clerical and 
outdoor received 13.6 per cent thus both ranked second. 
Although there is some overlapping , there is a wide 
difference in the hi gh interest areas of the two groups. 
II 
1 
44 
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TABLE XI 
COMPARI.SON OF HIGH I NTEREST AREAS ON THE KUDER I NTEREST 
I NVENTORY OF COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE 
BOUND lOTH GRADE GIRLS 
COLLEGg N'ON-CO:LtEGE 
Interest Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
areas cent cent 
Mechanical 1 .5 • .5 L!, 3 9.3 2; 
Composition 1 .5 • .5 4 3 9.3 2 
Science 3 16.0 2 1 3.1 3 
Persuasive 3 9.3 2 
Art 2·' 11.0 3 .5 15.6 1 
Literature 1 .5 • .5 L~ .5 1.5.6 1 
Music 1 5 • .5 4 1 3.1 3 
Social .5 27 .o 1 3 9.3 2:' 
Clerical 1 5 • .5 4 .5 1.5. 6 1 
Outdoor 3 16.0 2 3 9.3 2 
It was found that in Table XII on the comparison of high 
interest areas of the 11th grade girls 27 per cent of the colleg 
preparatory ranked social first; science and mechanical received 
16 per cent thus both ranked second, whereas 15.6 per cent of 
the non-college bound preferred art, literature and clerical 
first; mechanical, composition, persuasive, social and outdoor 
received 9.3 per cent thus e(ll. T.· r.anked second. 
Although there is some overlapping, there is a wide 
difference in the high interest areas of the two groups. 
TABLE XII I 
I COMPARISON OF HIGH Il\fEEREST AREAS ON 'IHE KUDER INTEREST II II INVEN'I'ORY OF COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE 
BOUND 11TH GRADE GIRLS I 
,I COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE Interest Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
areas cent cent 
Mechanical 1 .5.5 4 3 9.3 2: II 
Composition 1 .5 • .5 4 3 9.3 2 
Science 3 16.0 2: 1 3.1 3 II 
Persuasive 3 9.3 2 II 
Art 2 11.0 3 .5 1.5.6 
I 1 ,, 
Literature 1 .5 • .5 4 .5 1.5 .6 1 I 
I 
Music 1 5.5 4 1 3.1 3 II 
Social 
.5 27.0 1 3 9.3 2 
Clerical 1 .5 • .5 4 5 1.5.6 1 
Outdoor 3 16.0 2 3 9.3 2 
'I 
II tl 
I· 
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It was found that in Table XIII on the comparison or 
hi gh interest areas of t h e 12th grade girls 38 per cent of the 
college preparatory ranked personal-social first; art ranked 
second with 26.1 per cent, whereas 38. 7 per cent of the non-
college bound also preferred personal-social first; business 
ranked second with 32.2 per cent. 
Both groups were similar in their first preference but 
with some variations thereafter. 
'I 
TABLE XIII 
COII'l.PARI SON OF HI GH I NTEREST AREAS ON 'l"~iE BOSTON 
UNIVE'RSI'rY I NT SREST INVENTORY OF COLL"E.GE 
PREPARA'I'ORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 12TH 
GRADE GIRLS 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Intere st Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
areas cent cent 
Personal-Social 16 38.o 1 24 38.7 1 
Natural 2 4.7 5 3 L~. 8 4 
Mechanical 2 4.7 5 1 1.6 5 
Business 7 16 . 6 3 20 32.2 2 
Art 11 26.1 2 13 20.9 3 
Science 4 9.5 4 1 1.6 5 
In Table XIV the high interest patterns of the total 
girls college and non-college bound were tabulated. Art ranked 
first for both groups. ~ersonal-social ranked s econd for both j 
groups. Science ranked third for t h e college bound while 
business ranked third for the non-college bou nd. Very little 
difference in interest patterns between the college and non~ 
' college bound girls is discernable. 
I' I 
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TABLE XIV 
COMPARISON OF HIGH I N'I'EREST AREAS ON TH.E KUDER INTEREST 
INVENTORY OF TOTAL GIRLS COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
VS. 'DOTAL GIRLS NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
COLL'EGE NON-COLLEGE 
Interest Number Per Rank Number Per 
areas cent cent 
Personal-Social 31 2.5.8 2 40 25 
1 Natural 13 10.8 4 15 9.3 
Mechanical 12 10.0 5 12 7 • .5 
Business 13 10.8 4 31.~ 21.2 
Art 
.31-t- 28.3 1 53 33.1 
Science 17 14.1 3 6 3.7 
I 
lj 
li 
I 
RarulJ 
2 
4 
5 
3 
1 
6 
I 
I 
1: 
I 
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II In Table XV on the comparison of the low interest areas , 
of' the lOth grade girls, it was found that music and persuasive 11 
ranked first with each recei vi,ng ·_·19 per cent f'or the college II II 
preparatory. Social ranked second with 11.9 per cent. Clerica l ,1 
· ranked third with 9.5 per cent. 
'I For the non-college bound) music ranked first with 38.4 
1
1 
per cent, persuasive second with 15.3 per cent, and science and , 
I 
social ranked third with 10.2 per cent. 
It was noted that both college preparatory and non-
1college bound girls ranked music first as their low interest. 
I 
II 
The remaining categories showed an overlapping of low interest 
areas. 
Boston University 
School of Education 
Library 
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II 
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In Table XVI on the comparison of thelow interest areas 
of the 11th grade girls~ It was found that music ranked first 
receiving 33.3 per cent for the college preparatory. Clerical 
ranked second with 22.2 per cent. 
For the non-college bound)music ranked first with 43.7 
per cent. Composition, science, persuasive and literature 
ranked second with 12.5 per cent each. 
Again it was noted that both college preparatory and 
non-coll ege bound girls ranked music first as their low interest. 
The remaining categories were varied in their rank order for 
each group. 
II 
I 
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TABLE XVI 
COMPARISON OF LOW INTEREST AREAS ON THE KUDER INTEREST 
I INVENTORY OF COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE 
I 
BOUND 11TH GRADE GIRLS 
I 
II 
COLLEGE NC5N-m5trn~ 
RaJ Interest Number Per Rank Number Per 
areas cent cent ,, 
I 
I 
Mechanical 
I Composition 1 11.1 3 2 12.5 2 I I I Science 1 11.1 3 2 12.5 2 
,, 
Persuasive 1 11.1 3 2 12.5 2 I I 
Art 1 6.2 3 
II Literature 1 11.1 3 2 12.5 2 
jl Music 3 33.3 1 7 ~-3· 7 1 
I Social I 
I 
Clerical 2 22.2 2 
II Outdoor 
II 
I, 
In Table XVII on the camparison of the low interest areas , 
of the 12th grade girls, it was noted that both the college 
preparatory and the non-college bound ranked natural as their 
first low interest area--college with 47.6 per cent and the non-
college with 64.5 per cent. 
Mechanical ranked second with the college bound with 
28.5 per cent falling here. The non-college bound ranked 
science as their second choice with 16 .1 per cent falling in 
this category. The remaining interest areas showed a tendency 
to overlap, 
55' 
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TABLE XVII 
COMPARISON OF LOW IN'I'EREST AREAS ON THE BOSTON 
UNIVERSITY INTEREST INVENTORY OF COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 12TH 
GRADE GIRLS 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Interest Number Per Rank Number Per 
areas cent cent 
Personal-Social 
Natural 10 47.6 l 2D 64.5 
Mechanical 6 2:8.5 a: 4 12.9 
Business s 23.8 3 2 6.4 
Art 
Science 5 16.1 
56' 
Rank I 
' 
II 
I 
l 
3 
4 
2 
In Table XVIII the low interest patterns of the total 
college preparatory and non-coalege bound gi rls were as follows: 
ar t ranked first for both groups; personal-social ranked second 
for the college but third fort he non-college, while natural 
ranked s econd for the non-college and third for the college. 
Very little difference irl low interest patterns between t he 
college prepara tory and non-college bound girls is discernab le. 
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TABLE XVIII 
COMPARISON OF LOW INTEREST AREAS ON THE KUDE:R INTEREST 
INVENTORY OF TOTAL GIRLS COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
VS. TOTAL GIRLS NON-COLLEGE BOUN"D 
COLLEGE NON-COLLIDE 
I Interest Number Per Rank Number Per 
II areas cent cent 
1 Personal-Social 14 19.4 2 12 13.9 
Natural 12 16.6 3 23 26.7 
Mechanical 9 12.5 5 6. 6.9 
Business 11 15.2 4 2 2.3 
Art 22 30.5 1 32 37.2 
Science 4 5.5 6 11 12.7 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
,, 
II 
;I 
II 
Ranktl 
,, 
3 1 
2 II 
5 1 
6 'I 
1 11 
41 
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II It was found that in Table XIX on the comparison of high 1 
j1interest areas of the lOth grade boys 17.3 per cent of the 
I 
' college preparatory ranked composition first; science ranked 
1
second with 15.3 per cent. 
For the non-college bound boys, outdoor ranked first 
with 21.3 per cent and art placed second with 19.6 per cent. 
Distinct differences in the rank order of the high 
interest areas were noted for these two groups of students. 
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I 
'I 
h 
I 
I 
II 
5, 
,, 
II 
I 
I 
I 
,. 
I' 
I 
TABLE XIX 
COMPARISON OF HIGH INTEREST AREAS ON THE KUDER INTEREST 
INVENTORY OF COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE 
BOUND lOTH GRADE BOYS 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Interest Number Per Rank Number Per 
areas cent cent 
Mechanical 4 7.6 5 6 9.8 
Composition 9 17.3 1 4 6.5 
Science 8 15.3 2 5 8.1 
Persuasive 5 9.6 !~ 
Art 5 9.6 4 12 19.6 
Literature 6 11.5 3 3 4.9 
Music 2 3.8 7 2 3.2 
Social 4 7.6 5 8 13.1 
Clerical 3 5.7 6 8 13.1 
Outdoor 6 11.5 3 13 21.3 
II 
II 
I 6 0 
Rank 
II 
,, 
4 
6 
5 
2 
7 
8 I 
3 I 
I 
3 I 
1 I 
II 
II 
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It was found that in Table XX on the comparison of ~lgh 
interest areas of the 11th grade boys 15.7 per cent of the 
college preparatory ranked science first along with social; 
composition, art, literature, music and clerical placed second 
'with 10.5 per cent each. 
For the non-college bound boys, clerical ranked first with 
25 per cent while science placed second with 16.6 ·per cent. 
Distinct differences in t he rank order of the high 
interest areas were noted for these two groups of students. 
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TABLE XX 
COMPARISON OF HIGH INTEREST AREAS ON THE KUDER INTEREST 
INVENTORY OF COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE 
BOUND 11th GRADE BOYS 
OOIJ.EGE NON-0<5Lt~~ 
Interest Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
areas cent cent 
I Mechanical 1 5.2 3 1 8.3~ J 
' 
Composition 2 10.5 2 
I Science 3 15.7 l 2 16.6 2 
I Persuasive 1 5.2 3 1 8.3 3 
I 
8o3 
I 
Art 2 10o5 2 1 3 
Literature 2 10.5 2' 1 8.3 3 
~ 2 10.5 "----" Music 2 1 8.3 3 
Social 3 15.7 1 1 8.3 3 
Clerical 2: 10.5 2 3 25.0 1 
I Outdoor 1 5.2 3 1 8.3 3 
I 
I 
~ 
~ 
-
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It was found that in Table XXI on the comparison of high 
interest areas of the 12th grade boys 32.5 per cent of the 
college preparatory ranked science first and 30 per cent placed 
natural second. 
For the non-college bound boys, mechanical ranked first 
38.8 per cent while natural placed second with 27.7 per cent. 
Distinct differences in the rank order of the high 
interest areas were noted for these two groups of students. 
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TABLE XXI 
COMPARISON OF IITGH IN'FEREST AREAS ON THE BOSTON 
UNIVERSITY INTEREST INVENTORY OF COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 12TH 
GRADE BOYS 
I 
I 
I 
,. 
I 
I II 
I 
,, 
I 
'I ======================~c~OLL~EG~E~==========~N~O~N~-~C~OLL~E~G~E~===== I 
Interest Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 1 
areas cent cent : 
Personal-Social 2 5.0 
I Natural 12 30.0 
ll 5 12.,5; 1 Mechanical li 
' 
Business 2-: 5.0 
Art 6 15.0 
Science 13 32.5 
II 
I 
I 
II 
I 
,I 
5 
2 10 2:_7 . 7 
4;. 11.~ 38.8 
5 7 19.4 
3 2 5.5 
1 J 8.3 
2 
1 
3 
5 
4 
II 
I 
' 
I 
r 
I. 
II 
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In Table XXII the high interest patterns of the total 
boys college and non-college bound were tabulated. Art ranked 
first for both groups. Science ranked second for the college 
preparatory while natural was second for the non-college 
' bound but third for the college bound. Business placed third 
for the non-college bound. 
Very little difference in interest patterns between 
I 
II 
,, 
I 
the college preparatory and non-college bound boys is discernable. 
When all boys from the three grades were grouped, the 
' si gnificant differences between the college and non-college 
bound boys were cancelled out and no longer observable. 
" 
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TABLE XXII 
COMPARISON OF HIGH IN'l'EREST ARF.AS ON THE KUDER INTEREST 
INVENTORY OF TOTAL BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
VS. TOTAL BOYS NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE J 
Interest Number Per Rank Number Per Ran 
areas cent cent II 
II Personal-Social 1.5 13 • .5 4 10 9.1 .5 
Natural 19 17.1 3 24 . 22.0 2 
Mechanical 10 9.0 .5 21 19.2 4 
I 6.3 , Business 7 6 18 16 • .5 3 
:1 Art 
II 36 32.4 1 26 23.8 1 
I Science 24 21.6 2 10 9.1 .5 
,, 
II 
6 6' 
In Table XXIII on the comparison of the low interest 
areas of the lOth grade boys, it was found that persuasive and 
music ranked first with 15.3 per cent of the college preparatory 
falling here. Mechanical, composition, science, social and 
clerical ranked second with each receiving 11.5 per cent. 
For the non-college bound1 music again ranked first with 
34.3 per cent. Persuasive placed second with 15.6 per cent. 
It was noted that both college preparatory and non-college 
bound boys ranked music first as their low interest. Distinct 
differences in the rank order of the remaining categorie s ~~~ 
noticeable. 
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In Table XXIV on the comparison of the low interest 
areas of the 11th grade boys, it was found that literature 
~anked first with 33.3 _per cent of the college preparatory 
falling here. 
I 
Music ranked second with 22.2 per cent. 
I For the non-college bound,music ranked first with 
I 
I 
33.3 per cent while persuasive, literature, clerical and outdoor 1 
all ranked second with 16.6 per cent. 
Although there is some overlapping, there is a wide 
difference in the low interest areas of the two groups • 
,, 
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TABLE XXIV 
COMPARISON OF IJJW INTEREST AREAS ON THE KUDER IN'l'EREST 
INVENTORY OF COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE 
BOUND 11TH GRADE BOYS 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Interest Number Per Rank NUI11ber Per Rank 
.I areas cent cent 
I 
I 
Mechanical 1 11.1 3 
Composition 
Science 1 11.1 3 
I Persuasive 1 11.1 3 1 16.6 2 
Art 
Lj_terature 3 33.3 1 1 16.6 2 
Music 2 22.2 2 2 33.3 1 
' Social 
Clerical 1 11.1 3 1 16.6 2 
II Outdoor 
1 16.6 2 
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In Table XXV on the comparison of the low interest areas 
of the 12 th grade boys, it was found that business ranked first 
with 35 per cent of the college preparatory falling here. 
Personal-social ranked second with 30 per cent. 
For the non-college bound1 personal-social ranked first 
with 44.4 per cent while art placed second with 22.2 per cent. 
A wide difference in the low interest areas of the two 
groups was noted. 
I 
I 
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TABLE XXV 
COMPARISON OF LOW INTEREST AREAS ON THE BOSTON 
UNIVERSITY INTEREST INVENTORY OF COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 12TH 
GRADE BOYS 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
I! Interest Number Per Rank Number Per Rank areas cent cent 
I Personal-Social 6 30.0 2 8 44.4 l 
Natural 2 10.0 4 l 5.5 4 
Mechanical 1 5.5 4 
I' Business 7 35. 0 1 3 16.6 3 
Art 5 25.0 3 4 22.2 2 
I Science l 5.5 4 
jt 
I' I 
II 
II 
I 
I 7 2 
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In Table XXVI the low interest patterns of the total 
,college preparatory and non-college bound boys were as follows: 
art ranked first for both groups; personal-social placed second 
for both groups, and business third for both groups. 
Very little difference in the overall interest patterns 
between the college preparatory and non-college bound boys is 
disce~nable. 
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TABLE XXVI 
COMPARISON OF LOW INTEREST AREAS ON THE KUDER INTEREST II INVENTORY OF TOTAL BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
I VS. TOTAL BOYS NON-COLLEGE BOUND !I 
COLLEGE NON-COLDIDE 
Interest Number Pe.r Rank Number Per Rank 
areas cent cent I 
Personal-Social 14 25.4 2 17 30.3 2 I! 
II Natural 3 5.4 5 2 3.5 5 
11 
Mechanical 4 7.2 4 3 5.3 4 
Business 11 20.0 3 6 10.7 3 I 
Art 19 34.5 1 27 48.2 1 I I 
Science 4 7.2 4 1 1.7 6 I' 
:I 
II 
I I 
I I I 
I 
!I 
In Table XXVII the high interest areas of the total 
college preparatory and total non-college bound were tabulated. 
11Art ranked first for both groups. Personal-social was second for 11 
the college bound while busines p ranked second for the non- t! 
I !,college bound. Science placed third for the college preparatory 11 
'while personal-social ranked third for the non-college • 
. I 
It was noted that both college preparatory and non-
;1college bound students ranked art first as t heir hi gh interest 
area. The remaining categories were varied in their rank order 
'for each group. I· 
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TABLE :XXVII 
COMPARISON OF HIGH INTEREST AREAS ON THE KUDER INTEREST 
I1'VENrORY OF TOTAL COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
VS. TOTAL NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
'I 
II ,, 
II 
I 
I 
Interest Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
areas cent cent 
It 
Personal-Social 46 19.9 2 50 18.5 3 I 
Natural 32 13.8 4 39 14-4 L~ II I 
Mechanical 22 9.5 5 33 12.2 5 1 
I 
Business 20 8.6 6 52 19.3 I 2 lj 
Art 70 30.3 1 79 29.3 1 
Science 41 17.7 3 16 5.9 6 ,, 
I 
jl 
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In Table XXVIII the low interest areas of the total 
I 
II 
I 
college preparatory and total non-college bound were tabulated. 
1~rt ranked first for both groups. Personal-social was second 
llfor both groups. Business ranked third for college bound while :1 
1natural placed third for the non-college bound students. 
It was noted that both college preparatory and non-
college bound students ranked art and p e rsonal-social as their 
I 
lQW interest areas. The remaining categories were varied in 
ltheir rank order for each 8roup. 
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IV,. READING ACIITEVEMENTS 
The reading scores for grades 10 and 11 were taken from 
the results of the Iowa Test o f Educational Development. Only 
the sources of information and vocabulary seores were used in 
this study . These findings were then placed on a one degree 
interval chart with each student placed within his own degree 
rank . The nJ,tmber , mean, standard. deviation, the Sigma of the 
mean were computed and from this information was computed the 
critical ratio. 
In grade 12 the Cooperative c2 Comprehension Test was 
a dministered . These scores were placed on a five degree interval 
chart with each student placed within his own degree rank. As in 
the lOth and 11th grades, the number, mean, standard deviation 
an d the Sigma of the mean were computed and from this information 
was computed the critical ratio. 
- ----=.:=-= 
In Table XXIX for the lOth grade girls, the standard 
score mean foD the college bound was 13.9. This was at the 
40th percentile and equivalent to a grade level of 9. 
The non-college bound lOth grade girl/mean was 9.34. 
This was at the 20th percentile and a grade level of 8. 
This shows that the average of both groups of girl 
students were reading at a level below their actual grade 
standing. 
:=.J!F===== -====-=-=---"'- --·------==----
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TABLE XXIX 
COMPARISON OF , lOTH GRADE GIRLS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOD~D ON THE IOWA TEST OF EDUCATI ONAL 
DEVELOPMENT ON 'l'HE USE OF SOURCES OF I NFORJV!A 'riON 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Number 44 62 
Mean 13.9 9.34 
Standard Deviation 2.45 3.38 
Om .37 1. 66 
Critical Ratio 6. 09-l~ 
~~Highly significant 
li 
II 8 1
1 
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In Table XXX the standard score mean for the college 
bound 11th grade girls was 16.6 This was at the 50th percentile 
and a grade level of 11. 
, 
The 11th grade non-college girls mean was 12.1 which 
was at the 24 percentile giving a grade level of 9.6. 
This show s that the college group was reading at grade 
level while the non-college group was reading at a level below 
their actual grade standing. 
- --
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TA BLE XXX 
COMPARISON OF 11TH GRADE GIRLS COLLEGE PR EPARATORY VS . 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON THE IOWA TEST OF EDUCATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT ON 'l'HE USE OF SOURC ES OF INFORlVJATION 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Nurnber 28 47 
Mean 16. 6 12 . 1 
Standard De viati on 2.67 2 . 26 
o'm .55 . 33 
Critical Rati o 
~l-Highly significant 
8 3 
II 
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Table XXXI shows that the 12th grade college bound 
, 
girls mean was 48.2. This was at the 26 percentile and 
equivalent to a lOth grade level. 
, 
The 12th grade non-college bound girls mean was 47.7. 
This was at the 24th percentile and equivalent to a grade level 
of 9.6. 
This shows that the average of both groups of girl 
students were reading at a level below their actual grade 
standing. 
TABLE XXXI 
COMPARISON OF 12TH GRADE GIRLS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON THE COOPERATIVE" c2 READING 
COMPREHENSION T EST OF TOTAL SCORES 
Number 
Mean 
Standard Deviation 
Critical Ratio 
.;.i-Not significant 
COLLEGE 
21 
48.2 
7.5 
.230 
1 . 222 
8 5 
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In Table XXXII the standard score mean for college 
bound lOth grade boys was 16.73. This was at the 63rd percen-
tile and a grade level of 11.6. 
"' The non-college bound boys mean was at 12.9 which was 
at the 38th percentile, grade equivalent of 9. 
This points out that the college bound boys were 
reading above grade level while the non~college boys were 
reading below grade level. 
--- ------
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TABLE XXXII 
COMPARISON OF 10l'H GRADE BOYS COLLEGE PR EPARATORY VS. 
Number 
Mean 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON THE IOWA TEST OF EDUCATIONAL 
D:I~Vli:LOPMENT ON THE USE OF SOURCES OF INFORMAT ION 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
34 35 
16. 73 12 . 9 
Standard Deviation 1. 76 2. 16 
clm . 33 .363 
II 
,, 
I 
II 
!I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
------ ---------------'1 
Critical Ratio 
1
, -i~Highly significant 
I 
I 
II 
,, 
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In Table XXXII I the standard score mean for t h e college 
bound 11th grade boys was 15.38. This was at the 45th perc en-
tile and a grade equivalent of 11. 
I' 
I 
The 11th grade non-college bound boys me an was 
which was at the 28th percentile, grade level of 10. 
13.05 
This information points out that the college bound 
group was reading at grade level while the non~college bound 
II group wa s reading b elow grade level. 
8 8 
TABLE XXXTII 
COMPARISON OF 11TH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON THE IOWA TEST OF EDUCATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT ON THE USE OF SOURC.ES OF INFORMATI ON 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Number Z? 36 
Mean 15.38 13.05 
Standard Deviation 1.969 2.165 
dm .376 .36 
Critical Ratio 2 . 72~~ 
~:-Significant 
I 
.. 
I 
i 
I 
I 
II 
I 
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Table XXXIV shows that the 12th grade college bound 
f 
boys mean was 52.7. This was at the 42nd percentile, grade 
!level of 11.6. 
' The 12th grade non-college bound boys mean was 47.7 
which was at the 22nd percentile with a grade level equivalent 
of 9.6. 
I This information shows that both groups were reading 
below grade level. 
TABLE XXXIV 
COMPARISON OF 12TH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE PREP~RATORY VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON THE COOPERATIVE C READING 
COMPREHENSION TEST OF TOTAL SCORES 
Critical Ratio 
~f-Highly significant 
It was impossible to arrive at total scores due to the 
fact that two different tests were administered to the three 
grades involved. 
However, the data on the two test instruments indicates 
that the college bound girls and boys were achieving on reading 
tests at a considerably higher level than were the non-college 
bound girls and boys. 
-- - -- - -- c.===.;_, 
In Table XXXV the standard score mean for the college 
bound lOth grade girls was 17. This was at the 70th percentile 
grade level of 10.6. 
The lOth grade non-college girls1 mean was 12.34 which 
was at the 36th percentile with a grade level equivalent to 9.6. 
Note that the college bound girls were above grade 
level while the non-college bound were below grade level. 
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TABLE XXXV 
COMPARISON OF lOTH GRADE GIRLS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON THE IOWA TEST OF EDUCATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT - READING VOCABULARY 
l' =- ==========================II II 
II 
II 
'' Number ,, 
i 
1: Mean 
!, 
II 
I 
Standard Deviation 
COLLEGE 
44 
17 
NON-COLLEGE 
52 
12.34 
2'.21 
.306 
11-----------------------------i! Critical Ratio 
11 !·=================================== 'I 
I' *Highly significant 
ll 
9 4 
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In Table XXXVI the 11th grade girls college preparatory 
standard score mean was 16.78 which was at the 55th percentile, 
11th grade equivalent. 
, 
The 11th grade non-college bound girls mean was 13.25 
which was at the 28th percentile, lOt h grade equivalent. 
It was noted that the 11th grade college girls w:e:r:e a t 
grade level while the non-college bound girls we'll!e below grade 
level. 
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TABLE XXXVI 
COMPARISON OF 11TH GRADE GIRLS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON THE IOWA TEST OF EDUCATIONAL 
D'EVELOPIVIENT - READING VOCABULARY 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Number 28 46 
Mean 16.78 13.25 
Standard Deviation 2.63 1.967 
dm .498 .291 
Critical Ratio 
.. 4.1"·~ 
*Highly significant 
9 6' 
In Table XXXVII the standard score mean for the 12th 
grade college bound girls was 46.8. Thl_s was at the 22nd 
percentile~ grade level of 9.6. 
/ 
The 12th grade non-college b ound girls mean was 43.08 
which was at the 13th perc entile, grade level of 8.6. 
These statistics point out that both groups we!le reading 
far below acbual grade level. 
----- =:..:::;.;...-=====----==-= =~---=--- -=---
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TABLE XXXVII 
COMPARISON OF 12TH GRADE GIRLS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS, 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON THE COOPERATIVE c2 READING 
COMPREHENSION TEST - VOCABULARY 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Number 2~ 31 
Mean 46.8 43.08 
Standard Deviation 5.9 6 •. 7 
dm 1.29 1.21 
Critical Ratio 
r 
================II 
*Significant 
I 
9 8 
Table XXXVIII shows that the standard score mean for 
the lOth grade college preparatory boys was 17.~-7. This was at 
I 
1the 70th percentile, grade equivalent of 12.6. 
, 
The lOth grade non-college bound bo y s mean was 9.18. 
This was at the 21st percentile, 8.6 grade equivalent. 
These figures show that the college bound bo y s scored 
above grade leve~ whereas the non-college b ound boys scored 
below grade level. 
I 
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TABLE XXXVIII 
( 
I COMPARISON OF lOTH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. 
I NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON THE IOWA TEST OF EDUCATIONAL 
,, DEVELOPMENT - READING VOCABUlARY 
I 
II 
COLLEGE NON-C~LLEGE I I 
I 
'I Number 34 35 
Mean 17.J4!7 9•18 
., 
Standard Deviation 1.94 2.32 
Om .332 .39 
!I 
I 
I Critical Ratio 9.85i:-
I 
II 
o)f'Highly significant 
I 
I 
II 
II I, 
II 
I 
I 
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In Table XXXIX the standard score mean for the 11th 
grade college bound boys was 16.14. This was at the 50th 
percentile, 11.6 grade equivalent. 
/ Tbe non-college bound bo y s mean was 12.15. Thi s was at 
the 25th percentile with a grade equivalent of 9.6. 
The above information shows that the colle ge bound boys 
were at grade leve l whi le the non-college b ound boys performed 
below grade level. 
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TABLE XXXIX 
COMPARISON OF 11TH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON THE IOWA TEST OF EDUCATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT - READING VOCABU~~RY 
il 
II 
1 Number 
I 
II Mean 
I 
I 
1 Standard Deviation 
,I 
II cfm 
II 
I 
II 
11 
Critical Ratio 
il 
1
; ~"Highly 
if 
II 
I 
I· 
'I I 
h 
il 
I[ 
I: 
II 
significant 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
2f3 35 
16.14 12.15 
2.17 1.89 
.415 .32 
1 0 2 
In Table XL the standard score mean for the college 
bound 12th grade boys was 47.2. This was at the 24th percentil 
with a grade equivalent of 9.6. 
I 
The non-college bound bo y s mean was 44.1. This was at 
the 15th percentile with a grade level equivalent to 9. 
The results show that both groups were performing far 
below grade level. 
._ 0 3 
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TABLE XL 
COMPARISON OF 12TH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON THE COOPERATIVE c2 READING 
COMPREHENSION TEST - VOCABULARY 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
' Number 2-_'() 18 
Mean 47.2 44.1 
Standard Deviation 8.8 6.9 
Om 1.98 1.64 
Critical Ratio 
I 
' il-Not significant 
l 0 4 
Again, it was impossible tp arrive at total scores due 
to the ~act that two different tests were administered to the 
hree grades involved. 
However, the data on the two test instruments indicates 
hat the college bound girls and boys were achieving on reading 
ests at a considerably higher level than were the non-college 
ound girls and boys. 
1 0 5 
V. Rlli\.DI NG PA'I"I'.ERNS 
In order to obtain the reading patterns of the two groups 
of students both magazines and books were analyzed. The students 
listed the magazines read within the preceding six months. 
These in turn were to be checked according to time element--all 
the time, usually or seldom. All the time was gi v en a weighted 
score of three, two for usually and one for seldom. 
The books were those that the students read within the 
last three months. This material was not weighted. 
-=--=-== ---=== 
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It was found that in grade 10, girls, Table XLI, the top 
four magazines read registered 43 per cent of the total 
magazines for that grad~whereas 56.2 per cent was recorded for 
the top six. 
In grade 11, girls, Table XLII, it was fo und that 39.7 
per cent was registered for the top four magazines read and 49.2 
per cent for the top six. 
In grade 12, girls, Table XIri+ 1 the results showed 44.6 
per cent was recorded for the top four magazines read and 55.3 
per cent for the top six. 
The total of the top four was 42.4 per cent average for 
the 10th, 11th and 12th grade girls,while 53.5 p er cent was 
registered for the top six. 
These figures indicate that the majority of the material 
read fell within the top six magazines. 
1 0 7' 
1 0 8 
TABLE XLI 
GOMPARI SON OF MAGAZINES REATI BY lOTH GRADE 
GIRLS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
COLLEGE • NON-COLLEGE ~OT.AL 
Name of Weighted Rank Weighted Rank Weighted Rank 
Magazine score order score order score order 
Saturday Evening 
Post 69 1 67 1 136 1 
Life 64 2' 40 3' 1~~ 2 Seventeen 39 4.. 3'9 4- 3 
Look 42 J· 2'6 6 68 4 
True Story 14 9 47 2 61 5 
Reader's Digest 35 5 23 7 58 6 
Modern Picture 16 7 .32 5 48 7 
Ladies 1 Home 
Journal J5 5 7 14 42 8 
Americp.n Girl 14 9 16 9 30 9 
McCalla 2..0 6 10 12 30 9 
Good Housekeeping 15 8 13 10 2.8 10 
T.V. Guide 8 10 16 9 24 11 
Photography 3 15 21 8 24 11 
Redbook 16 7 6 15 22 12 
Collier's 2 16 12 11 14 13 
Home J 0 urnal 7 11 6 15 13 14 
Glamour 7 11 6 15 13 14 
Coronet 8 10 ~ 17 12 15 Womens's Day 4 14- 13 12 15 
Time 4 14 3 18 7 16 
Dig 4 14 3 18 7 16 
Compact t 14 2 19 6 17 Catholic Digest 12 6 17 
Holiday 5 16 5 18 
Argosy 5 13 5 18 
Better Homes and 
Gardens 3 15 2 19 5 18 
Pageant 3 15 2 19 5 18 
Mademoiselle 2 ~6 3 18 5 18 
American Home 4 14 4 19 
Field and Stream 1 17 3 18 4 19 
Teen 4 17 4 19 
Legion 3 15 3 20 
Rock:~and Roll 
Review 3 18 3 20 
National Geographic 2' 19 2 21 
1 o gr 
. 
TABLE XLI (continued) 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE TOTAL 
Name of Weighted Rank Weighted Rank Weighted Rank 
Magazine score order score order score order 
Messenger 2 1.6 2 21. 
Boy's Life 2 16 2 21 
Fashion 2 16 2 21 
Vogue 2 16 2 21 
Everywoman 1 17 1 22 
-
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TABLE XLII 
COMPARISON OF MAGAZI~~S READ BY 11TH GRADE 
GIRLS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
cot J:~if.GE NON'-~oELEGE TOTAL 
Name of Weighted Rank Weighted Rank Weighted Rank 
Magazine score order score order score order 
Saturday Evening 
43 Post 1 71 1 114 1 
Life 34 a> 52 2 86 2 
Reader's Digest 32 3 26 4 58 3 
Seventeen 24 4. 33 3 57 4 
.Ladies 1 Home 
Journal 18 5 20 6 38 5 
Look 18 5 19 7 37 6 
McCall's 5 12 22 5 27 7 
Redbook 13 6 8 13 2'1 8 
Movie Magazine 18 8 18 9 
True Romance 4 13 14 10 18 9 
True Love 5 12 13 11 18 9 
Comic Books(Gen.) 2 15 15 9 17 10 
Good Housekeeping 7 10 8 13 15 11 
National GeographiclO 7 4 17 14 12 
Photo Play 7 10 7 14 14 12 
Teen 3 14 10 12: 13 13 
American Girl 6 11 7 14 13 13 
T.V. Guide 9 8 3 18 12 14 
Collier's 5 12 6 15 ll 1.5 
Modern Screen 5 12 6 15 11 15 
Woman's Home 
Companion 8 9 2 19 10 16 
True Confession 10 12 10 16 
Dig 2 15 8 13 10 16 
Modern Romance 2 15 7 14 9 17 
Time 6 11 2 19 8 18 
Holi day 6 11 1 2'0 7 19 
Compact 5 12 2 19 7 19 
Western Horse 3 14 3 18 6 20 
Love Magazine 5 16 5 21 
Glamour 3 14 2 19 5 21 
Better Homes and 
Gardens 5 12 5 2l 
Woman 's Day 2 15 2 19 ~- 22 
Fashion tt 17 4 22 Sixteen 17 4 22 
~. 
111! 
TABLE XLII (continued) 
-COLLEGE Nol\i-cor:rnrrE ToTAL 
Name of W-e:t:ghted Rank Weighted Rank :Weight ed Rank 
Magazine score order score order score order 
Secret 4 17 4 22 
Argosy 3 14 1 20 4 22 
Sport 3 14 3 23 
Motor Life 3 18 3 23 
Modern Secretary 3 18 2 23 Qua:Vter Horse 3 14 3 23 
Radio and T.v. 3 18 3 2)3 
Detective 3 18 3 23 
House Beautiful J 18 3 23 
Household 3 14 3 23 
Horse Tower 3 111 3 23 
Homemakers 3 14 3 23 
Mad 3 14. 3 23 
Coronet 3 14 3 23 
Brides 3 18 3 23 
Everywoman 3 18 3 23 
Farm Journal 3 14 3 23 
Farmer's 
Agricultural 
Journal 3 14 3 23 
Woman's Weekly 2 1.5 2 24 
Home Managemnet 2 19 2 24 
Personal Romance 2 19 2 24 
Sports Illustrated 2 15 2 24 
Today ' s Health 2 15 2 24 
Vogue 2 15 2 24 
Motion Picture 2 19 2 24 
Modern Photography 2 19 2 24 
Newsweek 2 19 2 24 
Popular Mecta nics 2 15 2 24 
Hit Parade 2 19 2 24 
Mademoiselle 2 15 2 24 
American Home 2 19 2 24 
Changing Times 2 19 2 2~. 
Screen Story 1 16 1 25 
Etiquette 1 20 1 25 
-
1 1 2 
TABLE XLIII 
COMPARISON OF MAGAZINES READ BY 12TH GRADE 
GIRlS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
C6LLIDE 1NON-G_OLLECTE TOTAL 
Name of Weighted Rank Weighted Rank Weighted Rank 
Magazine Score order score order score order 
Seventeen 4.5 l 3Jl l 76 l 
I.d.fe 36 2 31 l 67 2 
Saturday Evening 
Post 28 3 29 2 .57 3 
!Reader's Digest 23 ~ 22: 3' 4.5 ~ Look 17 14 4. 31 
Ladies' Home 
Journal 16 6 12 5 28 6 
Glamour 16 6 4 13 2'0 7 
Charm 12 7 6 11 18 8 
Mademoiselle 5 10 12 .5 17 9 
Modern Romance ~ ll ll 6 1.5 10 American Girl 8 6 11 14 11 
Good Housekeeping 4 11 ' 9 8 13 12 
Mad 3 12 10 7 13 12 
McCall's 12 7 12 13 
Redbook 7 9 4 13 11 ~ Collier's 3 12 7 10 10 
Coronet 2 13 8 9 10 15 
Better Homes and 
Gardens 5 10 4 13 9 16 
Teen 7 10 7 17 
Time 6 ll 6 18 
Compact .5 12?. .5 19 
Vogue 2 13 3 14 .5 19 
True Romance 4 13 4 20 
American Home 2 13 l 16 3 21 
Companion 3 12 3 21 
Car Life 3 12 3 21 
Leatherneck 3 14 3 21 
Motion Picture 3 12 3' 21 
New Yorker 3 12 3 21 
Rock and Roll 
Review 3 12 3 21 
Our Dumb Animals 3 14 3 21 
Sign 3 12 3 21 
Real Romance 3 14 3 21 
Today 1 s Secretary 3 12 3 21 
1 1 3 
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TABLE XUII (continued) 
QOLLEGE 1 NON-COLLEGE TOTAL 
Name of' Weighted Rank Weighted Rank Weighted Rank 
Magazine score order score order score order 
Ga·tholic 
Magazi ne 2 1.5 2 22 
Galling All 
Girls 2 13 2 22 
Dig 2 13 2 22 
Family Circle 2 li3 2 22 
Photo Play 2 1.5 2 22 
Science Digest 2 13 2 22 
Screen Sta!.?s 2 13 2 22 
True Story 2 1.5 2 22 
True Confession 2' 1.5 2 22 
T.V. Guide 2 13 2 22 
Movie Magazine 1 16 1 23 
Popular Mechanics 1 16 1 23 
Woman's Day 1 16 1 23 
It was found that of the lOth grade boys, Table XLIV, 
the top four magazines read registered 40.4 per cent of tthe 
total magazine s read for t hat grade,whereas 46.7 per cent was 
registered for t he top six. 
In the 11th grade boys1 1ist, Table XLV, 40.3 per cent 
was scored for the top four and 51.5 per cent for t h e top si x~ 
magazines read. 
In the 12th grade boysJ list, Table XLVI, 39.1 per cent 
was scored for the top four magazines readJwhile 47. 7 was 
recorded for t he top six. 
The total of the top four was 39.9 per cent average for 
the lOth, 11th and 12th grade boys, while 48.6 per cent was 
registered for the top six. 
These figures indicate that t h e majority of the material 
read fell within the top six ~gazines. 
11 4 1 
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TABLE XLIV 
COMPARISON OF l\IIAGAZINES READ BY lOTH GRADE 
BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
COLLEGE . NON-COLLIDE ' TOTAL 
Name of Weighted Rank Weighted Rank Weighted Rank 
Magazine score order score order score order 
Life 46) 2 39 1 8.5 1 
Saturday Evening 
54 Post 1 29 2~ 83 2 
Reader's Digest 3.5 3 26 3 61 3 
Look 34 4 7 9 41 ~ Boy's Life 16 7 16 5 32 
Field and Stream 7 13 23 4 30 6 
Sports 13 8 1.5 6 28 7 
Popular Mechanics 18 6 8 9 26 8 
Sports Illustrated23 5 23 9 
Time 8 12 10 7 18 10 
Hot Rod 10 10 7 10 17 11 
Outdoor Life 6 14 9 8 1.5 12 
National 
Geographic 8 12 7 9 1.5 12 
Popular Science 8 12 5 12 13 13 
Movie 3 16 9 8 12 14 
Argosy 12 9 12 tlt Rod and Custom 9 11 3 13 12 
Movie Screen 3 16 9 8 12 14 
Teen 2 17 9 8 11. 1.5 
!Farm Journal 1 18 9 8 10 16 
!Esquire 9 8 9 17 
~rue 5 1.5 3 13 8 18 
Mad 5 15 3 13 8 18 
Boating 6 14 6 19 
Photography 6 11 , 6 19 
~lectrical Magazine 6 11 6 19 
Mechanics 
Illustrated 3 16 3 13 6 19 
Collier's 2 17 3 13 5 20 
Car Craft 5 15 5 20 
Holiday 5 1.5 5 20 
!Newsweek 3 16 1 14 4 21 
Camping 3 16 3 22 
Confidential 3 16 3 22 
f lying 3 16 3 22 
1 1 6' 
TABLE xu.v (continued) 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE TOTAL 
Name of Weighted Rank Weighted Rank Weighted Rank 
Magazine score order score order score order 
!Hunting Book 3 16 3 22 p.s. News and 
World Report 3 13 3 22 
T.V. Guide 3 13 3 22 
Playboy 3 16 3 22 
~omes 2 17 1 14 3 22 
iMotor Life 3 16 3 22 
~otor Trend 3 16 3 22 
ami ly Circle 2 17 2 23 
ishing 2 17 2 23 
petective 2 17 2 23 
Compact 2 17 2 23 
~oro net 2 17 2 23 
~etal Review 2 17 2 23 
~dventure 1 18 1 24 
1 1 7 
TABLE XLV 
COMPARISON OF MAGAZINES READ BY 11TH GRADE 
BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
COLLEGE .NON-COLLEGE ' TOTAL 
Name of Weighted Rank Weighted Rank Weighted Rank 
Magazine score order score order score order 
Life 3.5 2 47 1 82 1 
Saturday Evening 
36 28 Post 1 4 64 2 
Reader's Digest 1.5 3 36 3 .51 3 
Hot Rod 10 6 41 2 .51 3 
Look 12 4 26 6 38 4 
Popular Mechanicsl2 4 19 7 31 .5 
Rod and Custom 2 13 28 .5 30 6 
Field and Stream 3 12 18 8 2~ 7 
Popular Science 8 7 9 10 17 8 
Time ll .5 .5 14 16 9 
Mechanics 
I 1lustra ted .5 10 11 9 16 9 
Popular 
.5 Electronics 11 3 16 14 10 
Motor Trend 3 12 9 10 12 11 
Collier's 8 7 3 16 11 12 
Sports 
8 4 1.5 Illustrated 7 11 12 
Car Craft 9 10 9 13 
Confidential 9 10 9 13 
Sports .5 10 3 16 8 14 
Wrestling 8 11 8 lli Ourdoor Life 6 9 2 17 8 
Mad 7 12 7 1.5 
Argosy 3 12 4 1.5 7 1.5 
Esquire 7 12 7 1.5 
Hunting Book 6 13 6 16 
Automotive 
Digest .5 10 .5 17 
Building 3 12 2 17 .5 17 
Motor Life .5 ~- .5 17 
Sports Afield 3 12 2 17 .5 17 
Custom Car .5 14 .5 17 
Radio and T.V. 
I News 4 11 tt 18 Trend En. 1.5 18 
Boating 3 16 3 . 19 
1 1 8 
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TABLE XLV (continued) 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE TOTAL 
Name of Weighted Rank Weighted Rank Weighted Rank 
Magazine score order score order score order 
Boy 1 s Life 3 12 3 19 
Downbeat "• 3 Jib 3 19 ... 
Flying 3 12 .3' 19 
Leatherneck 3 16 3 19 
Mechanics Digest 3 12 3 19 
Newsweek 3 16 3 19 
Playboy 3 16 3 19 
Popular Man 3 16 3 19 
~uestion 3 12 3 19 
Swank 3 16 3 19 
Stag 3 16 3 19 
American Home 2 13 2 20 
. Holiday 2 17 2 20 
National 
Geographic 2 13 2 20 
Photography 2 17 2 20 
police Ga~ ette 1 14 1 21 
Better Homes and 
Gardens 1 14 1 21 
True Life 1 18 1 21 
11 ~ 
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TABLE XLVI 
COMPARISON OF MAGAZINES READ BY 12TH GRADE 
BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. 
NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE " TOTAL 
Name of Weighted Rank Weighted Rank Weighted Rank 
Magazine score order score order score order 
Life 14 J 65 1 79) 1 
Saturday Evening 
Post 26 1 29 2 55 2. 
Hot Rod 21 2 20 4 41 3 
Look 8 6 29 2 37 ~ Time 11 4 22 3 33 
Popular Mechanics 9 5 13 6 22 6 
Reader's Digest 11 4 7 8 18 7 
Mad 4 10 14 5 18 7 
Popular Scirmce 7 7 7 8 14 8 
Rod and Custom 1 13 11 7 12 9 
Mechanics 
Illustrated 6 8 5 9 11 10 
Custom 8 6 3 11 11 10 
National 
Geographic 8 6 3 11 11 10 
Boy's Life 8 6 3 11 11 10 
Motor Trend 5 9 4 10 9 11 
Field and Stream 6 8 3· 11 9 11 
Car Life 6 8 3 11 9 11 
Flying 5 9 3 11 8 ' 12 
True 8 6 8 12 
Sports 
4 6 Illustrated 10 2 12 13 
Sports 3 11 3 11 6 13 
Esquire 3 11 3 11 6 13 
New Yorker 4 10 2 12 6 13 
Stag 3 11 3 11 6 13 
Outdoor Life 3 11 3 11 6 13 
Radio Electronics 6 8 6 13 
Atlantic Monthly 5 9 5 14 
Newsweek 5 9 5 14 
Rod and Restyling 5 9 5 lL~ 
Extension 2 12 2 12 4 15 
Mens' Magazine 4 10 4 15 
Automobile 2 12 2 12 4- 15 
Boating 4 10 4 15 
Science and 
= 
.Me_chaY'Ii. cR ~ 11 1 16 
. . 
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TABLE X.LVI (continued) 
COLLEGE - NON-COLLEGE TOTAL ! I 
Name of Weighted Rank Weighted Rank Weighted Rank 
Magazine score order score order score order 
T.V. Guide 3 11 3 16 
Consumer's Report 3 11 3 16 
Confidential 3 11 3 16 
Sports Afield 3 11 3 16 
War 3 11 3 16 
For :Men Only 3 11 3 16 
Saga 3 11 3 16 
Men in Action 3 11 3 16 
Redbook 3 11 3 16 
Argosy 3 11 3 16 
Motor Life 2 12 2~ 17 
Male 2 12 2 17 
Outboarding 2 12 2 17 
Yachting 2 12 2 17 
Car Craft 2 12 2 17 
Popular Electronics 2 12 2 17 
Woman 's Day 2 12 2 17 
Scientific American 2 12 2 17 
Model Airplane News l 13 1 18 
Car Classics 1 13 1 18 
Model Railroading 1 13 1 18 
-
-
In Table XLVII the total top ten girll magazines were 
listedJand of these 1it was noted that the first five were 
identically ranked for both college preparatory and non-college 
bound girls. 
This list of magazines corroborates previous studies 
concerning reading interest patterns of girls that centered 
around adventure(mild), clothing, womanly arts, careers and 
fiction. 
The bottom five magazines definitely indicate sex 
differences; the girls preferring subjects dealing with feminine 
I subjects. 
1 2 1 
1 2 .! 
TABLE XLVII 
COMPARISON OF GIRLS COLLEGE PREFARATORY 
vs. NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON TOTAL 
TOP TEN MAGAZINES READ 
COLLEGE .. NON-COLLEGE TOTAL I I Name of magazine Weighted Rank Weighted Rank Weighted Rank! 
II score order score order score ordel l 
II I Saturday Evening 140 1 167 1 307 1 
Post 
I 
1, Life 134 2 123 2 257 2 
II 
,I Seventeen 108 3 103 3 211 . 3 
!i Reader's Digest 90 4 71 4 161 4 
Jl Look 77 5 59 5 136 5 
! Ls.dies' Home Jo1.1rnal 69 6 39 7 108 6 
I, McCall's 37 7 32 8 69 7 
,, 
True Story 14 10 49 6 63 8 
11 Good Housekeeping 26 8 30 10 56 9 
I' II Motion Picture 19 9 32 9 51 10 
II 
In Table XLVIII the total top ten boys/magazines were 
listed. It was noted that the Reader's Digest was the only 
agazine which ranked third for both groups; the first two--Life 
the Saturday Evening Post ranked interchangeably. Hot Rod 
Look also ranked interchangeably in fourth and fifth place. 
This list of magazines corroberates previous studies 
oncerning the reading interest patterns of boys that centered 
round adventure, travel and masculine arts. 
The bottom five magazines definitely indicate sex 
ifferences; the boys favoring boy~ subjects. 
----====#=================~- ~~~=-==~======~~========~====~===== 
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TABLE XLVIII 
COMPARISON OF BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
vs. NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON TOTAL 
TOP TEN MAGAZINES READ 
COLLEGE NON-COL IDE T TAL 
Name of magazine Weighted Rank Weighted Rank Weighted Ra 1 
score order 
Life 95 2" 
Saturday Evening 116 1 
Post 
Reader's Digest 61 3 
Hot Rod 41 5 
Look 54 4 
Popular Mechanics 39 6 
Time 30 7 
Field and S#ne.B.m ]6 9 
Rods and Custom 12 10 
Boy's Life 28 8 
score order 
151 1 
86 2 
69 3 
68 4 
55 5 
40 8 
37 9 
44 6 
42 7 
19 10 
score 
246 
202 
130 
109 
109 
79 
67 
60 
54 
47 
or de 
1 
2 
3 
4 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
,, 
I 
In Tables XLIX, L, LI it was noted that all college 
preparatory girls in grades 10, 11 and 12 were identical in 
' their choice of the types of fiction books read; romance ranked 
first, adventure second. 
The 11th and 12th grade non-college bound girls also 
chose romance and adventure as their two top choices. Only in 
the case of the lOth grade non-college bound girls was there 
a difference in the second choice. Animals and nature rather 
than adventure ranked second. 
The rank order of the remaining types of books in the 
fiction category varied. 
1 2 5 
L 2 6 
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l TABLE XLIX 
COMPARISON OF lOTH GRADE GIRLS COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
ON FICTION BOOKS REA:D 
I• 
I COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE I Fiction Number . Per Rank Number Per Rank 
,I 
cent cent 
II Romance 171 65.0 1 233 75.6 1 
Sports 
Short Stories 6 2.2 6 3 .9 5 
Adventure 25 9.5 2 20 6.4 3 
Science Fiction 3 1.1 7 
Westerns 22 8.3 4- 20 6.4 3 
1: Mysteries 13 4.9 5 8 2.5 4 
I 
1 Animals and Nature 23 8.7 3 21 6.8 2 
I 
I Poems 2 .6 6 
Plays 1 .3 7 
I Operas 
! 
I 
I' 
'I 
I 
TABLE L 
COMPARISON OF 11TH GRADE GIRLS COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
ON FICTION BOOKS Rrul.D 
COLLEGE NON-COLL:EGE 
Fiction Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
cent cent 
Romance .59 60.8 1 124 63.5 i 
Sports 
Short Stories 2 2.0 4 9 4.6 5 
Adventure 15 15.4 2 19 9.7 2 
Science Fiction 2 1.0 6 
Westerns 10 10.3 3 11 .5.6 4 
1 Mysteries 10 10.3 3 18 9.2 3 
Animals and Nature 1 loO .5 11 .5.6 4 
Poems 
Plays 1 .5 6 
Operas 
1. 2 7 
t. 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I: 
II TABLE LI 
I 
COMPARISON OF 12TH GRADE GIRLS COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
Fiction 
Romance 
11 Sports I 
' Short Stories 
II 
1
1 Adventure 
Science Fiction 
Westerns 
1 Mysteries 
! Animals and Nature 
II 
11 Poems 
r ,I 
I 
ll 
I 
I 
.I 
!i 
Plays 
Operas 
ON FICTION BOOKS READ 
COLLEGE 
Number Per Rank 
cent 
46 
12 
2 
2 
1 
73.0 
19.0 
3.1 
3.1 
1.5 
1 
2 
3 
3 
4 
NON-COLLEGE 
Number Per Rank 
cent 
55 1 
8 2 
2 3.0 3 
1. 2 8 ' 
__..,. ~ - --
--------
Table LII shows that the total girls chose books of 
fiction far more frequently than any other type. Romance 
ranking an outstanding first; adventure second and westerns 
third for both groups. 
Interest in sports, science and the arts was negligible. 
II 
I 
l' 
I 
TABLE UI 
COMPARISON OF TOTAL GIRLS COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON 
FI C'I'I ON BOOKS READ 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Fiction Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
cent cent 
Romance 276 65.2 1 412 1 
Sports 
Short Stories 8 1.8 6 14 2.4 6 
Adventure 52 12.2 2 47 8.2 2 
Science Fiction 3 .7 7 2 .3 7 
Westerns 34 8.0 3• 33 5.7 3 
,Mysteries 25 5.9 4 26 4.5 5 
Animals and Nature 24 5.6 5 32 5.6 4 
Poems 1 .2 8 2 .3 7 
Plays 2 .3 7 
Operas 
li=========================================== 
I 
'I 
'I 
--
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It was found in Table LIII that the lOth grade college 
;
1
iprepa ra tory girls ranked history first and adventure second in 
! their choice of thetypes of non- f-iction books r ead, whereas the 
'! non-college bound girls ranked biography first with human 
;relations and vocations placed second. 
Books on how to study for both groups and science for the 
ll non-college bound were totally lacking q 
1 3 1 
I 
I 
I, 
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TABLE I.JII 
COMPARISON OF lOTH GRADE GIRLS COLLEGE 
PR EPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
ON NON-FICTION BOOKS READ 
COLLEGE NON-COEEEGE 
Non-Fiction Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
cent cent 
Human Relations 9 20 3 12 23 • .5 , ·2 
Vocations 9 20 3 12 23 • .5 2 
Hobbies and Crafts 1 22.2 2 1 1 . 9 4 
Biography 4 8.8 4 14 27.4 1 
How to Study 
Science 2 ~--4 .5 
Sports 
II 
Adventure 1 22.2 2 1 1.9 4 
Socia l Science 
F.J. story 19 42.2 1 11 21 • .5 3 
- II 
II 
I 
It was noted in Table LIV that the 11th grade college 
II 
,preparatory girls ranked human relations first and biographies 
second as compared to the non-college bound girls who nanked 
,, 
'biographies first and vocations second in their choices of non-
,fiction books read. 
II 
Books on sports for b oth groups 1 hobbies and crafts for 
,I 
1the college bound, how to study and social science for the non-
' college were totally lacking. 
I 
I 
r 
1 3 3 
jl 
TABLE- LIV 
I 
.I I, 
COMPARISON OF 11TH GRADE GIRLS COLLEG"'f': 
I 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
ON NON-FICTION BOOKS READ 
Non-Fiction 
COLLEGE 
Number Per Rank 
cent 
NON-COLLEGE 
Number Per Ran~ 
cent 
:---------------------------------------------------------------
!1 Human Relations 
Vocations 
Hobbies and Crafts 
, Biography 
I 
II How to Study 
Science 
II Sports 
11 Adventure 
" Social Science 
I 
History 
I 
II 
I, 
-1' 
" I 
11 
8 
10 
5 
1 
23.9 
17.3 
21.7 
10.8 
2.1 
13.0 
1 
3 
2 
5 
8 
4 
6 
7 
10 
15 
5 
17 
11 
5 
15.6 L~ 
23.4 2 
7.8 5 
26.5 1 
6 
17.1 3 
7.8 5 
1 3 ~ 
I 
In Table LV it was f:ound that in the 12th grad e t h e college 
preparatory girls ranked biography first and history s econd. 
The non-college bound also ranked biogra phy first but 
vocations, adventur e and hi8tory placed second in t h eir choice 
of non-fiction books read. 
Interest in hobbies and crafts, how to study, science, 
sports and social science was negligible. 
II 
I 
,, 
I 
I 
li 
I 
TABLE LV 
COMPARISON OF 12TH GRADE GIRLS COLLEDE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
ON NON-FICTION BOOKS READ 
IF• ==============================~~~~========~~~~~~==~ COLLEGE NON-COLL~BE 
Non-Fiction 
I, Human Relations 
Voca ti.ons 
Hobbies and Grafts 
,, Biography 
How to Study 
Science 
Sports 
I! 
Adventure 
Social Science 
I 
I History 
Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
2. 
1 
1 
14 
3 
cent cent 
9 • .5 3 
4 
4 
1 
2 
~ 
9 7.5.0 
1 8.3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
l, ============================================================~i 
II 
I! 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
1 3 6 
In Table LVI the -tiot·&l girls ranked biographies first 
for both college preparatory and non-college bound; history 
1 
ranked second for college bound, whereas vocations ranked 
second for non -college bound girls. Human relations r anked 
third for both groups in t he non-fiction books r ead . 
Interest in sports was totally lacking. 
'I 
13 8 
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TABLE LVI 
II COMPARI SON OF TOTAL GIRLS COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
i 
vs. NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON 
I NON-FICTI ON BOOKS READ 
COLLIDE NON-COLLEGE 
Non-Fiction Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
cent cent 
Human Re lations 22 19.6 3 22 17.3 3 
Vocations 18 16.0 4 28 14.1 2 
Hobbies and Crafts 2 1. 7 8 6 4.7 6 
I Biography 2.8 25.0 1 40 31.4 1 
How to Study 5 4.4 6 
I Science 3 2.6 7 1 .7 7 
1 Sports 
li Adventure 7 6.2 5 13 10.2 5 
Social Science 3 2.6 7 
History 24 21.4 2 17 13.3 4 
In Tables LVII, LVIII and LIX, It was noted that both 
college preparatory and non-college bound boys in grades 10, 11 
12 were similar in their first and second choices of the types !I 
of fiction b ooks read . 
Adventure ranked first for all college preparatory and 
tl 
non-college bound boys, except in t he case of the 12th grade non~ 
' 
college bound boys where it ranked second. I 
Westerns re.nked second for both college and non-college 
bound bo ~' S in grade 10, whereas romance ranked second for b oth 
groups of students in grade 11 and for the college bound in 
grade 12 but first for the non-college in the 12th grade. 
I' 
II 
I 
I 
II 
I 
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TABLE - LVII 
I COMPARISON OF lOTH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
,. ON FICTION BOOKS RBAD 
I 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Fiction Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
cent cent 
Romance 18 11.8 4- 24 25.8 1 
I Sports 
Short Stories 4 2.6 7 1 1.0 6 
Adventure 61 40.1 1 24 25.8 1 
Science Fiction 11 7.2 5 2 2.1 5 
Westerns 23 15.1 2 19 24.3 2· 
Mysteries 10 6.4 6 10 10.7 3 
Animals and Nature 22 14.4 3 10 10.7 3 
Poems 2 1.3 8 
' I 
Plays 1 .6 9 3 3 •. 2 4 
Operas I 
I 
II 
ii 
II 
1' 
===4.~~====================,==~=-~============~==================~======== 
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I 
I 
'I 
·I 
II 
' 
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I 
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TABLE LVIII 
COMPARISON OF 11TH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
ON FICTION BOOKS READ 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Fiction Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
cent cent 
Romance 16 40.0 2 24 26.0 2 
Sports 
Short Stories 2 2.1 6 
Adventure 18 45.0 1 35 38.0 1 
Science Fiction 13 14.1 3 
Westerns 3 7.5 3 11 11.9 4 
Mysteries 2 5.0 4 7 7e6 5 
Animals and Natur$ lL 2.5 5 
Poems 
Plays 
Operas 
1 41' 
,, 
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I 
ll 
I 
I 
I 
II 
!I 
I 
,, 
I 
'I 
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TABLE_ LIX 
COMPARISON OF 12TH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
ON FICTION BOOKS READ 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Fiction Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
cent cent 
Romance 8 28 • .5 2c 12 3.5.2 1 
Sports 
Short Stories 
Adventure 14 .50.0 l 8 23 • .5 2' 
Science Fiction 3 8.8 .5 
Westerns 4 11.7 4 
Mysteries l 3 • .5 4 .5 14.7 3 
Animals and Nature 3 10.7 3 l 2.9 6 
Poems l 2.9 6 
Plays l 3 • .5 4 
Operas l 3 • .5 4 
1 4 2 
In Table LX the boys chose books o.f .fiction twice as 
I 
1
1 often as non-fiction books . Adventure ranked first, romance 
: second and westerns third for both college preparatory and 
non-college bound students. 
It was surprising to note that books on sports were 
'[ tota:t:llf: lacking. 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I' I 
l 
I 
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i 
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TABLE LX 
COMPARISON OF TOTAL BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON 
: 
Fiction 
Romance 
Sports 
Short Stories 
Adventure 
Science Fiction 
Westerns 
Mysteries 
Animals and Nature 
Poems 
Plays 
Operas 
FICTION BOOKS READ 
COLLEGE 
Number Per Rank 
cent 
42 19.0 2 
4. 1.8 6 
93 42.2 1 
11 .5 5 
26 11.8 3 
13 5.9 4 
26 11.8 3 
2 .9 7 
2 .9 7 
1 .4 8 
NON-COLLEGE 
Number Per Rank 
cent 
60 27.3 2 
3 1.3 7 
67 30 • .5 1 
18 8.2 5 
34 15.5 3 
22 10.0 4 
11 5.0 6 
1 
·4 8 
3 1.3 7 
, 4 4 
In Table LXI it was found that in the lOth grade the 
college preparatory boys ranked sports first and biography 
second as compared to the non-college bound boys who ranked 
I . 
I . 
adventure first and sports second in their choic es of the types 
of non-fiction books r ead . 
Books on social science were totally lacking for both 
groups of students. 
I 
,, 
I' 
' 
II 
I 
I 
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TABLE LXI 
COMPARISON OF 10'ITH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
ON NON-FICTION BOOKS READ 
1
-===N=o=n-=.Ff= ... =c t=i=o=n==========::::;;;;:;;;:;;;;.;========;:;;;=;;;;;;;;;;;;;:=~l COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
II 
1 Human Relations 
Il
l Vocations 
Hobbies and Crafts 
I Biography 
How to Study 
Science 
1 Sports 
I 
:I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Adventure 
Social Science 
History 
cent 
2 2.8 
8 11 • .5 
3 4.3 
11 15.9 
6 8.6 
7 10.1 
16 23.1 
6 8.6 
10 
cent 
8 1 1.5 8 
4 3 4.3 6 
7 2 2.8 7 
2 5 7.8 4 
6 2 2.8 7 
5 4 6.2 5 
1 1.5 23.4 2 
6 19 29.6 1 
3 13 3 
1 4 6' 
It was note d that in Table LXII the 11th grade college 
,!preparatory boys placed biography first and history second in 
1
lthe types of non-ficti on books read, whereas the non-college 
I 
bound 11th grade boys ranked history first and biogr aphy second . 
11 Books on hobbies and crafts !lor both groups of students 
1rvere totally lacking. 
I 
I• 
14 t 
I' 
I 
TABLE LXII 
COMPARISON OF 11TH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS. NON- COLLEGE BOUND 
ON NON-FICTION BOOKS READ 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Non-Fiction Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
cent cent 
Human Relations 5 9.8 5 4 7.0 4 
Vocations 7 13. 7 3 2 3.5 5 
Hobbies and Crafts 
Biography 15 29 . 4 1 ao 35 .0 2 
How to Study .?2 3 . 9 6 
Science 6 11. 7 4 1 1.7 6 
Sports 1 1.7 6 
Adventure 5 9.8 5 6 10 . 5 3 
Social Science 1 1 . 9 7 2 3.5 5 
History 10 19 . 6 2 21 36.8 1 
148 
II 
II 
I 
I 
!I 
II 
II 
II 
1 4 9• 
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In Table L"'CIII it was fotmd that the 12th grade college 
pr ep aratory boys ranked history first and sci e nce second as 
compared to the non-college bound boys who ranked biography first 
and history second in their choices of the typ es of non-fic tion 
books read. 
Books on ho bbies and crafts and sports were totally 
lacking for both groups of students . 
I 
I' 
1 50 
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TABLE LXIII 
COlVIPARI SON OF 12TH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY VS •. NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
ON NON-FICTION BOOKS RF~D 
COU..EGE NON-COLLEGE 
Non-Fiction Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
cent cent 
Human Re lations 3 9.3 4 4 13o7 3 II 
Vocations 2 6.2 5 2 6.8 4 II 
Hobbies and Crafts I 
• 
Biography 6 18.7 3 13 44.8 1 
How to Study 1 3ol 6 
Science 7 21.8 2 1 3-~- 5 
Sports I I 
Adventure 3 9.3 4 2 6.8 4 I 
Social Science 1 3ol 6 2 6.8 4 , 
History 9 28.1 1 5 17.2 2 
,, 
• 
In Table LXIV biographies ranked first for the college 
! preparatory boys but second for the non-college bound boys. 
' History ranked second for the college bound boys but first for 
II the non-college. Science placed third for the college boys 
while adventure ranked third for the non-college boys in the 
non-fiction books read. 
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TABLE ,. LXIV 
COMPARISON OF TOTAL BOYS COLLJEGE PKEPARA'l' ORY 
vs. NON-COLLEGE BOUNID ON 
NON-FICTION BOOKS R~D 
I COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Non-Fiction Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
cent cent 
Human Re lations 10 6.5 7 9 6~0 5 
Vocations 17 11.2 4 7 4.6 6 
Hobbies and Crafts 3 1.9 9 2 1.3 9 
Biography 32 2·1.0 1 38 25.3 2 
How to Study 9 5.9 8 2 1.3 9 
Science 20 13.1 3 6 4.0 7 
Sports 16 10.5 5 16 10.6 4 
Adventure 14 9.2 6 27 18.0 3 
Social Science 2 1.3 10 4 2.7 8 
History 29 19.0 2 39 26.0 1 
----~ 
In Table LXV romance ranked first, adventure second and 
westerns third for both 09-illege prepara tory and non-college 
bound students in the total fiction books read. 
Interest in sports under the fiction category was nil. 
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TABLE LXV 
COMPARISON OF TOTAL COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
VS. TOTAL NON-COLLEGE BOUND 
ON FICTION BOOKS READ 
Fiction Number Number 
cent 
Romance 318 49.~- 1 472 
Sports _ 
Short Stories 12 1.8 7 17 
Adventure 145 22.5 2 114 
Science Fiction 14 2.1 6 20 
Western 60 9.3 3 67 
Mysteries 38 5.9 5 48 
Animals and Nature 50 7.7 4 43 
Poems 3 .4 8 3 
Plays 2 .3 9 5 
Operas 1 .1 10 
1 5 4 
59.8 1 
2.1 7 
14-4 2 
2.5 6 
8.4 3 
6.0 4 
5.4 5 
.3 9 
.6 8 
Of the total non-fiction books read as found in 
Table LXVI, biographies ranked first, history second for both 
groups, whereas vocations ranked third for the college preparato y 
and adventure third for the non-college bound students. 
-- =-=~ 
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TABLE , LXVI 
COMPARISON OF TOTAL COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
VS. TOTAL NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON 
NON-FICTION BOOKS READ 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Non-Fiction Number Per Rank Number Per Rank 
cent cent 
Human Relations 32 ]2,1 4 31 11.1 5 
Vocations 35 13.2 3 35 12.6 4 
Hobbies and Crafts 5 1.9 9 8 2.8 7 
Biography 60 22.7 1 78 28.1 1 
How to Study 14 5.3 8 2 .7 10 
Science 23 8.7 5 7 2.5 8 
Sports 16 6.0 7 16 5.7 6 ,. 
Adventure 21 7.9 6 40 14-4 3 
Social Science 5 1.9 9 4 1.4 9 
History 53 20.0 2 56 20.2 2 
I 
In Table LXVII through Table LXXII o n the comparison of 
the interest areas as related to the types of books read in 
grades 10 1 11 and 12 1 b oys and gir ls, college preparatory and 
non-college bound, the s tatistical results showed t hat only a 
sli ght degree of relations~p existed between t he interes ts and 
the ac tual readinghabit s . 
In only a few isolated instances was a definite correlation 
seen. 
'-------'- -=---==-=---
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TABLE I.;XVII 
COMPARISON OF lOTH GRADE GIRLS COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
vs. NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON INTERESTS -AS 
RELATED TO TYPES OF BOOKS READ 
' GOLLEGE I \\ NON-COLLEGE 
Interest test Books read Interest test Books l?ead 
Interest Per Per Per Per 
areas cent Rank cent Rank cent Rank cent Rank 
Mechanical 15.0 2? 
·3 7 12.1 J .z 6 
Composition 6.6 5 3.2 5 12.1 3 4.7 3 
Science 16.6 1 1.6 6 6.0 5 
Persuasive 3.3 7 4.2 4 7.5 ~ 2.2 5 
Art 15.0 2 18.1 1 .2 6 
Li. t era ture 5.0 6 6.1 3 7.5 4 3.6 4 
Music 3.3 7 1.5 5 
Social 13.3 3 69.4 1 7.5 4 77.1 1 
Clerical . 8.3 4 13.6 2 
Outdoor 13.3 3 14.9 2 13.6 2 11.6 2 
1 5 9 
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TABLE LXVIII 
COMPARISON OF 11TH GRADE GIRLS COLLEG'E PREPARATORY 
vs. NON-COLLEG'E BOUND ON INTERESTS AS 
RELATED TO TYPES OF BOOKS RFAD 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE --
'· 
1 
Interest test Books read Interest test Books reac 
Interest Per Per Per Per 
areas cent Rank cent Rank cent Rank cent Rani< 
Mechani.cal 5.5 4 9.3 2 1.9 5 
Composition 5.5 !~ 8.,3 ...,. .) 9.3 2 10.0 3 
Science 1.6 2' •. 6 7 J •. l j \ 1.1 6 
Persuas i ve 6.9 4 9.3 a· 6 . 9 4 
Art 1.1 3 15.6 1 ·3 7 
Literature 5.5 :.; 4 1.3 6 15.6 1 1.9 5 
Music 5.5 
-:-41- 3.:t 3 
Social 2:.7 li. 67.1 1 9.3 2 64.8 1 
Clerical 5.5 4 3.4 5 15.6 1 
Outdoor 1.6 2' . 11.8 2 9.3 2 12.7 2) 
TABLE LXIX 
COMPARISON OF 12TH GRADE GIRLS COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON INTERESTS AS 
RELATED TO TYPES OF BOOKS READ 
Interest 
areas 
COLLEGE 
1Interest test Books -=~P~e~r~~~~ Per 
cent Rank cent 
read 
Rank 
Personal-Social 38.0 1 80.9 l 
16.6 2 Natural 4-7 5 
Mechanical 4· 7 5 1.1 3 
Business 16.6 3 
Art 26.1 2 1.1 3 
Science 9.5 4 
NON-COLLEGE 
Interest test Books rea Per ~~P~e=r~~~ 
cent Rank cent Ranl&t 
38.7 l 87.0 l 
4.8 4 12.9 2 
1.6 5 
32.2 2 
20.9 3 
1.6 5 
1 6 0 
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TABLE LXX 
COMPARISON OF lOTH GRADE BOYS COLL'EG:S PREPARATORY 
vs. NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON INTERESTS AS 
RELA.TED TO TYPES OF BOOKS R:SAD 
COLL:OOE ·- · NON-COLLEGE i I 
Interest test Books read Interest test Books rea . 
Interest Per Per Per Per 
areas cent Rank cent Rank cent Rank cent Ran 
Mechanical 7. 6 5 1. 3 7 9.8 4 1. 2' 7 
Composition 17 . 3 1 6.7 3 6.5 6 3. 8 5 
· .\ 
Science 15.3 2' 6.7 3 8.1 5 3. 8 5 
Persuasive 9. 6 4 4 -5 5 6. 3 ~-
Art 9. 6 4 19.6 2 1 8 ... 6 
L1 terature 11. 5 3 5.8 4 4-9 7 8. 2 3 
Music 3.8 7 3. 2 8 
Social 7. 6 5 41. 6 1 13.1 3' 33. 1 2' 
Clerical 5.7 6 2. 7 6 13. 1 3 1. 2~ 7 
Outdoor 11.5 3 30. 3 2 21. 3 1 40. 1 1 
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TABLE LXXI 
COMPARISON OF 11TH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
vs. NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON INT ERESTS AS 
RELATED TO TYPES OF BOOKS RRll.D 
' 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Interest test Books read Interest test Books rea 
Interest Per Per Per Per 
areas cent Rank cent Rank cent Rank cent Ran: 
Mechanical .5.2 3 8.3 3 
Composition 10 • .5 2 16.4 2 14.7 2 
Science 1.5. 7 1 6 • .5 .5 16.6 2i 9.3 .5 
Persuasive .5.2 3 2.1 6 8.3 3 4.6 6 
Art 10 • .5 2 8.3 J 
Literature 10 • .5 2 10.9 3 8.3 3 14 •. 0 3 
Music 10•.5 2 8.3 3 
Social 1.5.7 1 .51.6 1 8.3 J. 44.9 1 
Clerical 10 • .5 2 2.1 6 2.5.0 1. 
Outdoor ,5.2 3 9.8 4 8.3 3 12.0 4 
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TABLE LXXII 
COMPARISON OF 12TH GRADE BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
vs. NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON INTERESTS AS 
RELATED TO TYPES OF BOOKS READ 
l COLLEGE ! N_QN -_QO_LLEGE 
Interest test Books read Interest test Books rea_~: 
Interest Per Per Per Per 
areas cent Rank cent Rank cent Rank cent Ranl 
Personal-Social 5.0 5 55.0 1 71.4 1 
Natural 30.0 2 28.3 2 27.7 2 20 .. 6 2) 
Mechanical 12.5 4 38.8 1 
Business 5.0 5 1.6 5 19.4 3 
Art 15.3 3 3.3 4 5.5 5 1.5 4 
Science 32.5 1 11.6 3 8.3 4 6.3 3 
VI. INT ERESTS VS. READING CHOIC ES 
Upon correlating the interest patterns with the reading 
1patterns, it was noted that the interest areas chosen by the 
students did have some relationship to the books preferred. But
1 
at no time was this relationship a strict, hard and fast rule. 
! The rank order of interest areas varied, as did the areas of 
!reading preferences. 
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In Table LXXIII comparing the interests to the types 
of books read, the college preparatory girls ranked art as 
their leading interest with personal-social second and science 
third. In reading, personal-social was first, natural second 
and art third. 
The non-college bound girls ranked art as their first 
choice, personal-social second and business third in their 
selection of interest areas, whereas in reading, personal-social 
ranked first, natural second and art third. 
In both groups a slight degree of correlation between 
\interests and books was noted. 
I 
--- -
--- -
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TABLE LXXIII 
COMPARISON OF TOTAL GIRLS COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON INTERESTS AS 
RELATED TO TYPES OF BOOKS READ I 
.. , COLLEGE > NON-COLLEGE 
Interest test Books read Interest test Books reE d 
Interest Per Per Per Per 
areas cent Rank cent Rank cent Rank . cent Rai fk 
Personal-Social 25.8 2 76.1 1 25.0 ' 22 79.3 1 
Natural 10.8 4- 14.4 2 9.3 4 12.4 2 
Mechanical 10.0 5 .5 6 7.5 5 .7 4 
Business 10.8 4 1.1 4 21.2 3 
Art 28.3 1 6.6 3 33.1 1 6.9 3 
Science 14.1 3 .7 5 3.7 6 ·4 5 
-
In Table LXXIV the interest a reas of t h e total college 
preparatory boys were: art first, business second and natural 
third. The books read ranked personal-social first, natural 
second and art third. 
The total non-college bound boys ranked art, natural and 
business in that order concerning their interests, while personal-
social, natural a nd art ranked first, second and third 
respectively for the books read. 
A sli ght de gree of correlation between i nterest area s 
and books read was again noted. 
1 6 7' 
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TABLE LXXIV 
COMPARISON OF TOTAL BOYS COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
VS. NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON INTERESTS AS 
RELATED TO TYPES OF BOOKS READ 
COLLEGE NON-COLLEGE 
Interest test Books read Interest test Books read 
Interest Per Per Per Per 1 
areas cent Rank cent Rank cent Rank cent Ran, 
Personal-Social 13.5 4 51.6 1 9.1 5 53.4 1 
Natural 17.1 3 22.8 2 22.0 2 24.2 2 
Mechanical 9.0 5 .4 6 19.2 4 ·4 5 
Business 6.3 6 2.1 5 16.5 3 .4 5 
Art 32.4 1 14.4 3 23.8 1 ll~. 7 3 
Science 21.6 2 8.3 4 9.1 5 6.5 4 
11 
1 6 9• 
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In Table LXXV comparing the students int eres ts in 
relation to the t ype s of books read, it was not ed that a ll 
coll ege preparatory students ranked art first, personal-social 
second and science third. In reading, the:r placed personal-
social first, natural second and art third. 
All non-college bound s tudents ranked art, business and 
personal-social in one, two, three order in de termin ing their 
inte rest ar eas. In r ead ing, they placed personal-social first, 
I natural second and art third. 
II It was noted that there was some degree of correlation 
b etween student interests and types of books read b y all 
students, but at no time could it b e s a id that it followed a 
strict pattern between the two. 
lr 
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TABL~ LXXV 
COM PARI SON OF TOTAL COLLEGE PR EPARATORY VS. 
TO'l,AL NON-COLLEGE BOUND ON INT ERESTS 
AS RELATED TO TYP ~S OF BOOKS R;_._A.D 
CO LIEGE NO N -co L'tEG'B; 
Interest test Books read Interest test Books read 
Interest Per Per Per Per 
a re a s cent Rank cent Rank cent Rank cent Rank 
Personal-Social 19.9 2 63.8 1 18.5 3 66.3 1 
Natural 13.8 4 18.6 2 14.4 L~ 18.3 2 
Mechanical 9.5 5 ;.4 6 12.2 5 .5 5 
Business 8.6 6 1.6 5 19.3 2 .2 6 
Art 30.3 1 10.5 3 2"9.3 1 10.8 3 
Science 17.7 3 L!-•5 4 5 .. 9 6 3.4 4 
VI. CONCLUSIONS 
The following conclusions can be drawn from the present 
investigation: 
1. The Mean Intelligence ~uotient5 of the college 
preparatory students was approximately 15 I.Q. 
points higher than that of the non-college 
students. Both I.Q. Means fell within the so-
called "aver~ge" classification. However., it 
was significantly noted that the ma·jori ty of 
college bound students fell above the 100 I .Q. 
level, whereas the majority of non-college bound 
students fell below the 100 I.Q. level. 
2. The analyzing of the interests' patterns between 
college and non-college bound students reveals 
that there was little differences between the 
groups. 
Art ranked first for both boys and girls college 
and non-college in the high interest category; 
Personal-Social ranked interchangeably in the 
second-third position. The only noticeable 
exception was in the fact that Business ranked 
third for the non-college,whereas Science was 
third for the college. 
This information might indicate a slightly 
more academic interest for the college bound, 
and a more down-to-earth attitude on the part 
of the non-college bound group. This tends to 
point out wide individual differences rather 
than group differences in interest patterns. 
A striking observation was noted in the low 
interest areas for both groups, as they were 
nearly identical to those listed in the high 
intere~t areas for both groups. This means 
that ;J' O per cent found that Art, Personal-
Social, Business and Science was their high 
areas while .JO per cent found those same 
interest areas to be their bottom choice. 
3. In comparing the reading achievements of the 
two groups of students, the findings indicate 
that in nearly all grades, boys and girls, 
college and non-college bound students were 
reading below their actual grade level. 
In only one case, grade 11 college girls, was 
reading at grade level an actuality. All 
1 7 1' 
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other girl groupings read below grade equivalent. 
While in the case of the boys, one group-lOth 
grade college bound was reading above grade 
level; and the other group-11th grade college 
bound was reading at grade level. 
One very significant fact was pointed out in 
these particular findings.,. the students in 
grade 10 were definitely better in reading 
achievement as compared to ··grades 11 and 12. 
4. A comparison of the rea~ing patterns of the 
college preparatory and non-college bound 
students revealed that there was a definite 
distinction between the sexes . in the overall 
choices of magazines and books read. But in 
the first five magazines read by the boys and 
also the first five magazines preferred by 
the girls, college and non~college bound, 
there was only a slight variation. This too 
was noted in the top three categories of 
books listed. It was only after the favorite 
choices were made tmt the sex differences 
come into play. Thereafter, the girls chose 
books and magazines comparable to womanly 
subjects; while the boys preferred reading 
materials discussing the manly arts and cr~fts. 
In all cases, fiction outranked non-fiction 
books read,by approximately sixty-three per 
cent. 
TheFe was no significant difference in reading 
choices between the college preparatory and 
non-college bound groups in the first few top 
choices of magazines or books. On the rank 
order of the remaining books and magazines, 
the college group tended to choose more aca-
demic works while the non:college students 
preferred popular pulp fictione· This again 
points up individual di·fferences, rather than ·· 
differences between the groups. 
I, 
I 
I 
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VII. RECOMMENDATIONS 
' The findings of this investigation do not bear out the 
contentions that there should be drastic changes in our present 
day high school curriculum geared to the differences of the 
two groups of students, college preparatory and non-college 
bound, which compose the student body. 
On the contrary, the results indicate that the two groups 
of students are very similar in the i r interests and reading 
'I 
patterns; that the only notable·". differences pertain to individual 
cases and not to the specific groups. Therefore, the need for 
curriculum changes should not entail an overall adjustment but 
rather an adaptation of the present course of study allowing 
for more elasticity in its application. This flexibility would 
give sufficient leeway to meet the specific needs and differences 
of individual .. students. 
Since there seems to be relatively little research in-
formation on the specific problem of college preparatory and 
non-college bound students, a definite need for more studies 
seems imperative. 
Future research on the interest and reading patterns of 
the two groups seems feasible in order to corroborate or to 
disprove the findings of this study. 
It would seem advisable to make use of similar basic 
materials and instruments but to administer them in communities 
with either a higher or lower socio-economic living standard. 
1 7 3 
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A study could be done which would incorporate newspaper 
reading along with the occupational and educational level of the 
parents. This in turn might disclose whether the latter two 
items have any bearing on the interest and reading patterns of 
these student groups. 
-=-
:, 
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